
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

It is significant that Jesus chose a wedding to be his first public miracle. The first marriage took place in the Garden    

of Eden between Adam and Eve. When we celebrate a wedding, immediately after the Lord’s Prayer, we pray a nuptial 

blessing over the couple. 

 

Oh God, who by your mighty power created all things out of nothing, and, when you had set in place the beginnings    

of the universe, formed man and woman in your own image,… Oh God, by whom woman is joined to man and the           

companionship they had in the beginning is endowed with the one blessing not forfeited by original sin nor washed away   

by the flood (emphasis added). 

 

There are many who do not follow the biblical ideals that hold marriage sacred, that it is part of God’s magnificent plan 

for our world, and that it is the best environment for procreation and raising children. It is true that marriages are not perfect 

[nothing is perfect] and sometimes fall apart.  

 

One of news item which came to me over this past week reports that, Planned Parenthood recently distributed flyers at 

Stewart middle school in Tacoma, Washington. The flyers targeted 11-year-olds, informing them that they could have sex 

with anyone under the age of 13, and that their parents are not entitled to determine whether they use birth control or are 

tested for sexually transmitted diseases. The kids could make up their own mind. 

 

It is scary how many desire to follow the path of narcissism by trying to find their purpose in life focused just on their 

self. The longer they choose this path the harder it becomes to find the tranquility of soul. Not one person reading this is here 

merely for themselves.  

 

We are made in the image and likeness of God who is a communion of persons, and our deepest desires revolve around 

relationship with others. The most important relationship is with God our Creator, Savior, and Sustainer in being. Even the 

most introverted person desires someone else in their life not because of weakness but because of love which DEMANDS    

a beloved.  

 

The boundary of sexual activity is protection from exploitation and pain. Those who advocate for sexual intimacy are 

for artificial contraception, abortion, infidelity, and set themselves for relationship failure.  

 

I see this over and over in the confessional. I have heard tens of thousands of confessions for more than half a century 

and so many have prayed to Jesus for forgiveness and healing. Some have lived in shame for decades over their choices and 

struggle to walk a path of life and goodness. 

 

When people come to confession, they do not lie for they know it is anonymous and under the Seal. In the last half  

century, I have asked the question, “Would you want your daughter or son to do 

this?” Many first responses are, “If their older and ready they may, and I can’t 

stop them.” Of course, that is a true statement. I ask the question, “But is that 

what you want for the child?” Only twice in 50+ years has the response not been, 

“No.” Those guilty of these actions know the truth for inside our hearts God has 

placed a compass that points back to LOVE. God has infused us with a desire to 

seek him — O Lord, you have made us for yourself, and they will not rest until 

they rest in you, (Augustine ).  

 

When we focus on the sensual or relegate it on the periphery, we will not 

recognize LOVE’s hand when he extends his holy hand. We will not grasp the 

touch of LOVE’s love for we are looking in the wrong places. 

 

Augustine writes, “Late have I loved you, beauty so old and so new: late have I loved you. And see, you were within, 

and I was in the external world and … You were with me, and I was not with you.”  

 

Do not follow the way of the world for it will dissolve like snow, we will not — for we will go on for eternity. The only 

question is, “Where?”  

 

pace – bene, 


