
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

Most people reading this have received the sacrament of Baptism. Most of you were baptized as infants and others 

entered the Catholic Church later in life. I was baptized three weeks after I was born. In those days Baptism was not 

delayed. We tend to think of Baptism as an historical event (which it is) but it is so much more.  

 

Our Catechism has several paragraphs dealing with Baptism and it has two that encapsulate our teaching: 

 

Our Lord tied the forgiveness of sins to faith and Baptism: "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to the 

whole creation. He who believes and is baptized will be saved." Baptism is the first and chief sacrament of forgiveness 

of sins because it unites us with Christ, who died for our sins and rose for our justification, so that "we too might walk 

in newness of life. (977) 

Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit, and the door which gives 

access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as sons of God; we become      

members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church, and made sharers in her mission: "Baptism is the sacrament of  

regeneration through water in the word." (1213) 
 

One element that stands out is the   ongoing importance of this sacrament. It    is historical but at the same time it 

is contemporary. Perhaps we should say that when I am baptized, my status before God is different for, he has done and 

is doing something wonderful in my life. 
 

To be clear, Jesus did not need to be 

baptized since he is a divine person totally 

free from any stain of sin. He is giving us 

an example of what we should do and at  

the same time raises the importance of the 

sign of water. 
 

We all know that Baptism does NOT 

turn us into angelic beings unless we mean 

the fallen angel beings. We live in a fallen 

universe, and we need God’s grace to reach 

the heights of our potential. 
 

Those of us baptized as infants do not 

remember the promises made for us by our 

parents and Godparents. We are blest by 

our Church’s practice of asking that we 

renew those promises every Easter. 
 

As adults we willingly promise to   

reject Satan, his works, the lure of evil and sin. We publicly reaffirm our faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

and the Catholic Church. We were, and will always, be the baptized of God. We cannot be baptized again as we are 

marked women and men for all eternity. 
 

Those who are sponsors (Godparents) make it a habit to stay close to your Godchild. On the anniversary of their 

baptism send them a holy card, a rosary, a Catholic book, etc. “But Msgr. what do I do if my Godchild does not      

practice our faith anymore?” DO IT ANYWAY!!!!! You made a promise to God to be a person who lives their faith, 

you have to answer to God. I fear we forget the great honor God bestowed on us at baptism and with any honor from 

God calls forth an honorable response.   
 

Jesus humbled himself by being baptized in the waters of the Jordan when there was no need to do so. Let us  

humble ourselves by intentionally living as his children.    

 

pace - bene, 


