
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

St. Paul, in his letter to the Romans, has a rather unique perceptive about the pagans who do not follow the law 

given by God to the chosen people. He writes, They show that the demands of the law are written in their hearts, while 

their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even defend them (Rom. 2:15). Somehow, 

they knew the difference of right and wrong. 
 

If you attended a Catholic high school or college, you probably heard about the Natural Law. This is not about 

the laws of nature such as — gravitational, electromagnetic, strong nuclear, and weak nuclear forces, pastors giving 

long homilies, etc. — it is our participation in God’s eternal law that we can access through our human reason.  
 

Natural law did not originate in the Catholic Church nor Old Testament writings. The Code of Hammurabi, 

written about 1760 years BC set forth 282 norms to establish a common norm of life. It was not perfect but is an       

example of human reason establishing standards of behavior. About 2000 years ago, Aristotle wrote his Nicomachean 

Ethics, a study of personal morality and the purpose of human life.  
 

Perhaps the most fundamental natural law is, do good and avoid evil. This starting point requires you or me to 

look beyond myself and consider that my choices should always be scrutinized about their effects on others. I am not an 

island unto myself as John Donne writes in his poem. 
 

Natural law has the blessing of taking ourselves outside ourselves, there is objective truth that ought to compel 

us to act in a certain way. Bishop Barron uses the analogy of     

playing golf — one cannot swing the club just any old way. There 

are some objective norms needed, I cannot swing any old way and 

be successful. 
 

There is a growing sentiment in our society that either    

ignores or minimizes natural law. We’ve all heard, Well, this is  

MY truth. Some will appeal to civil law that allows such things      

as separate but equal schools, abortion, et al. and the growing         

sentiment of relativism. 

 

I encourage all to become more comfortable with the     

natural. We are blessed with a long history of saints and scholars 

who have written in this area — Aquinas, Pascual, Martin Luther 

King, Rabbi David Novak, et al. The more we can articulate why 

this or that is just and good the more we will be able to speak to the 

doubters. 
 

It behooves us to remember that appealing to scripture, to those on the periphery of faith, will often fall on   

deaf ears. Murder is wrong NOT because the Bible says so; the Bible says so because it is wrong —the same is true    

of adultery, stealing, lying, etc. The Bible goes beyond natural law and helps us to answer our particular purpose in    

the world. 
 

As Catholics we are called by God to make his law operative in our own lives and bring others to join us in 

working for peace and justice. We may {probably} need to brush up on the natural law and how to discuss it. Start    

this by contemplating the deep wisdom God has placed in you.   
 

For this reason, I kneel before the Father, … that you, rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to        

comprehend with all the holy ones what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of     

Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to     

accomplish far more than all we ask or imagine, by the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and      

in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever (Eph. 3:14-21) 
 

Let us all sharpen our talents and be ready to help those who struggle with the reality of LOVE. May good        

arguments help you be leaders to Jesus.  

pace - bene, 


