
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Anyone reading this knows that he/she exists as a living, sensate, intelligent person who is able to realize and reflect  
ideas. I bet this is not ground-breaking news to you. One more breath-taking bit of news is Ex nihilo nihil fit (nothing 
comes from nothing), a philosophical principle first argued by Parmenides [born c. 515 BC]. You probably would say, 
“Of course you silly one, if there is nothing then nothing can come of it.” 
 

Albert Einstein once said, The most incomprehensible thing about the universe is that it is comprehensible. Every         
scientist knows that we live in a universe where everything from the macro to the micro can be analyzed. It is legitimate 
to ask any scientist, “Where did, how did, that intelligence [order, understandability] come to be? 
 

Another question to ask a scientist is, Why is there anything existing? Why am I existing? These questions are vitally  
important but they are not scientific questions and the scientist cannot give you a scientific answer. They are                 
meta-scientific questions, above science. 
 

His/Her great mission for science is to discover what God has done unpacking the wonders of the intelligence that we 
find in all of our universe. Scientists have discovered four great forces in our universe —Gravity, Electro-magnetism, 
Weak Nuclear, and Strong Nuclear that helps us understand how our universe works that enables us to produce many 
things. But, Msgr., what if there are more universes that have different constants? That begs the question about how 
those came into existence or why they are here [if they actually exist]. 
 

I encourage all to have a healthy skepticism when it comes to science. 
Science’s nature is designed to discover more and more about our 
universe. We now know more than yesterday and less than tomorrow. 
In the 1950’s and 1960’s many scientists were predicting a coming 
ice age. Now, it is the opposite. It is the nature of science to change 
conclusions when evidence dictates.  
 

Sometimes scientists have agendas beyond legitimate boundaries: 
German doctors during WW II, the Tuskegee experiments, John  
Money, Margaret Mead, Margaret Sanger, et al. We need to be savvy 
consumers of science’s news as with all the news we receive.             
Remember that scientists still talk about sunrise and sunsets when 
they know that is not true. 
 

On the other hand, scientists have discovered new medicines, some 
from unlikely sources, such as vinblastine and vincristine from the Periwinkle plant. Science has enabled us to fly across 
oceans, step off our planet to reach the moon and other celestial bodies, developed new means of communications, new 
methods to increase crop yields to feed better the hungry, the list is long. 
 

We can thank God for giving us such a comprehensible universe that so many amazing advances have arisen. We                
humans have been given the great gift of intelligence from our creator. Our first parents’ Original Sin has caused a           
constitutive break in our species that can often take us off course. We should always we ready to accept correction when 
our course goes astray.  
 

Only God has all the answers. Science serves us well, women and men sincerely strive to find the truth of what God has 
done. They should ALWAYS be ready to accept new data, modify direction, incorporate sound ethics, and be grateful 
for all that has gone before them.  
 

All, scientist or not, should always have a healthy grasp not only about science, but for the questions that go beyond         
science — Why am I here? — What is my worth? — How should I treat my neighbor? —What happens when I die? 
Questions science cannot answer, but we must strive to answer. 
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