
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

Each September we celebrate a civic holiday focused on labor. The beginning of the Bible pictures God as 

a worker who put together the works of creation. Adam is told to cultivate and care for this creation (Gn. 2:15). 

Since Adam is made in the image and likeness of God, it makes Adam’s work a kind of reflection of God’s work. 

Thus, work is a unique expression of human dignity. 

Alas, sin enters the picture and work becomes a drudgery (In the sweat of you face your shall eat bread, 

Gn. 3:19). Sin by its very nature separates us from God, puts us in charge and begins the process of putting oneself 

before God. Sin divides us and Satan thrives on confusion and chaos. 

As time went on, we see an agrarian economy moving more and more towards the cities and the growth   

of industry and commerce. More and more people were moving into the cities which often brought about poverty 

and lack of jobs. 

With Pope Leo XIII, we begin to see a change in how the church addresses these issues. In 1891 he wrote 

an encyclical On the Social Question, (Rerum Novaum), and it was one of the very first writings that dealt with 

this idea of social justice. At that time, we began to see the rise of unions, the discussion over just wages and     

various other problems with employment and economic development.  

Pope Pius XI, wrote On the Fortieth Y ear, (Quadragesimo Anno), published in 1931. At that time German 

Nazism, Italian Fascism, Russian Communism were on the rise. These totalitarian approaches profoundly moved 

towards an attitude of workers as not much more than cogs in a wheel working for the betterment of the state. 

World War II and the rebuilding that followed, in some ways, put a stop or at least a halt to further        

developments of this social teaching. In the 1960’s, St. Pope John XXIII brought a return to some of the sources 

that looked optimistically toward the human future. During the Second Vatican Council there was the Dogmatic 

Constitution of the Church, (Lumen Gentium), and the Pastoral Constitution (Gaudium et Spes). They both spoke 

of a religious liberty that was the basic right and then of course St. Pope Paul VI wrote, On the Progress of       

Peoples, (Populorum Progresso). 

Regretfully, some theologians slipped into exaggerations such as liberation theology especially in Latin 

America. St. Pope John Paul II was very much opposed to this approach and worked to raise the idea of work as  

an expression of one’s dignity. One can see the development of the theology in his 1981 encyclical On Human 

Work, (Laborem Exerorcens).  

He began the work of repairing the idea that work was a result of the fall of mankind by placing work as 

an extension of God’s creativity and a noble undertaking. He also teaches that solidarity is a virtue that ought to  

be fostered in these matters for we are responsible for all, Sollicitude Rei Socialis (38). In Centesimus Annus    

issued on the 100th anniversary of Rerum Novarum, that subsidiarity and solidarity have become central for    

Catholic social thinking. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church has an excellent section on this topic. It is under the seventh     

commandment which deals with any unjust taking or keeping the goods of one’s neighbor and wronging him in 

any way in respect to his goods, (2401). It runs from 2401-2463. 

This area is an example of the development of dogma. Mother Church responds to the matters of the 

world. As the population grew, economics and banking developed, social issues such as slavery, human             

trafficking, degradation of the family, exploitation of workers, etc., our Church began to apply Gospel truths to 

modern situations. Many of these problems require complex solutions and debates over just which solutions are  

the best.  

God did not design economic policies, unions, capitalism, democracy, etc. These man-made systems,    

like all man-made systems, require careful scrutiny to assure that justice is paramount and those charged with   

implementing the laws do so properly.  

 

pace - bene, 


