
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

Our world is a very nasty place in so many ways. When Adam and Eve decided not to trust in God’s  

gift of grace and were expelled from the garden, all of their decedents ended up in a fallen world. We            

experience death, disasters [natural and man-made], betrayals, etc. These past few weeks have seen the         

tragedy of Afghanistan and a return to a brutal government. 
 

The COVID pandemic continues to cause pain and panic in our families and communities. It seems as  

if we get to a good status and wham, a new variation pops up to disrupt our lives. We get price inflation, tax 

increases and more violence in our cities. Too many times our families find themselves in conflict and rancor. 

Children leave the faith, one generation refuses to speak to another, past hurts poison relationships.  
 

If we decide to spend a lot of time thinking about the above, we will end up fulfilling what Jesus teaches 

us in today’s Gospel, “But what comes out of a person, that is what defiles. From within people, from their 

hearts, come evil thoughts, unchastity, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, licentiousness, envy,   

blasphemy, arrogance, folly. All these evils come from within, and they defile” (Mark 7:20-30). 
 

Once the human race was expelled from the garden, we humans have found ways to go against God’s 

commandments. In my lifetime, I have lived through the Korean war, Vietnam war, race riots, staggering      

inflation, gas lines, seemingly unending armed conflicts, et al. At the same time, I have seen the scourge of   

polio wiped away, vaccines for many diseases developed, lifesaving medical advances, people walking on the 

moon, world communication in the palm of our hands, and many other advances for our lives. It’s a mixed bag. 
 

Always remember that in this part of the Kingdom, we will          

ALWAYS live with the juxtaposition of opposites — light and  

darkness, good and evil, life and death, war and peace, etc.            

(cf. Eccl. 3:1-9). St. Paul teaches, the law entered in so that        

transgression might increase but, where sin increased, grace        

overflowed all the more (Rom. 5:20).   
 

In these times, we must work diligently to see the grace of God in 

our day-to-day living. Despite all that’s going haywire, there are  

moments of good and joy. Time with our family and friends, an   

afternoon at the pool or golf course, a bargain at the store, a loved 

one getter better, a short homily [I know that’s a minor miracle] etc. 
 

Instead of a chemical spray to make your house smell good, bake 

some yeast bread, it will fill the house with the scent of heaven. 

Time it late in the afternoon when everyone is home sit down with 

the family, watch a feel-good movie like, Pete’s Dragon, enjoy the 

warm bread and butter, or popcorn. 
 

Will this make all the bad things go away? Of course not! But these 

moments will help us put matters in a more proper light and will 

work better than retail therapy.  
 

These are the times we must double our efforts to discover or re-discover the many graces offered by 

LOVE who never abandons his children. Stop by our Adoration Chapel and spend a little quiet time with the 

giver of all good things. You will not be disappointed. 
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