
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

We come to the end of a series of Gospel readings from the sixth chapter of the Gospel of John. This magnificent 
exposition by Jesus on the Eucharist was quite controversial. John writes, As a result of this [the teaching of His true         
presence in the Eucharist] many of his disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer accompanied him (John 
6:66).  

I cannot imagine what Jesus felt at this moment — sadness, frustration, anger, resignation, etc. He did not come 
to earth to have people walk away from the truth. Remember that he told his disciples to follow him — 6 times in Mat-
thew, 4 times in Mark, 5 times in Luke and 5 times in John [not all translations are the same, so the number may vary a 
bit]. 

It would be preposterous to think that after those words, he would deliberately try to fool his audience into error. 
The crowd would not accept his words that one must eat his flesh and drink his blood to have life and they walked away. 
He did not soften his words to assuage their fears and incredulity. He did not run after then and say, “You misunder-
stood!” Not only he did not say those things, he could not have said them for Jesus is Truth and either Truth speaks truth 
or there’s nothing true. It’s impossible for God to lie!  

 

I know that many who have left the practice of their faith have done so be-
cause they have been hurt by a fellow Catholic, became mired in a particular 
sin, had an insufferable pastor, became addicted with alcohol or other drugs, 
and a thousand other reasons, but I cannot understand how one could leave the 
Eucharist.  
 

If you know of someone who has left the practice of the faith, talk to them 
about the Eucharist. How do you experience the reception of Jesus at Holy 
Communion? How does the true presence of Jesus effect a greater change in 
you?  
 

Invite them to come with you to Holy Mass. If an insufferable pastor is at the 
helm that day, show them how you focus on God not the man — your                 
reverence, faith, humility, acceptance to the King of truth and goodness, etc. 
Be a saint to them at that Mass. After Mass, take them out for brunch and lots 
of laughter — one characteristic for every Catholic IS laughter, good food and 
a fine glass of wine (or a fresh cup of coffee if it’s before noon). 

 
************************  

 

A sense of the dignity of the human person has been impressing itself more and more deeply on the consciousness 
of contemporary man, and the demand is increasingly made that men should act on their own judgment, enjoying and 
making use of a responsible freedom, not driven by coercion but motivated by a sense of duty (Dignitatis Humane, Second 
Vatican Council, 7 December 1965). 

 

I pray all parishioners have a recognition of one’s duty to our neighbor. This duty must come from our hearts and 
knowledge of the communitarian nature of all human beings. It is in this context that I urge all not vaccinated against 
COVID to do so. Note, I do not support mandates from political bodies or companies or churches. This MUST be a             
personal choice from the heart. 

 

Our use of freedom must ALWAYS be related to our duty to one another, children of the one heavenly Father. 
Remember, that it is never just me and God. Also remember, that the teachings of the Vatican Council are of the highest 
level of Church teaching. 

 

We will get through this terrible pandemic but let us not deride or bully each other. Those matters are not worthy 
of brothers and sisters of LOVE. 

 

pace - bene, 


