
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

We take a pause this week from the 6th chapter of John’s Gospel to celebrate the glorious mystery of  

the Assumption of Mary into the fullness of heaven. Our Catholic faith understands how we live and act  in 

accord to God’s plan we open our hearts and souls to a greater ability to receive LOVE into our existence. 
 

Pope St. Pius XII issued the encyclical, Munificentissimis Deus (Most Bountiful God) in 1950. 

For which reason, after we have poured forth prayers of supplication again and again to God, and 

have invoked the light of the Spirit of Truth, for the glory of Almighty God who has lavished his special        

affection upon the Virgin Mary, for the honor of her Son, the immortal King of the Ages and the Victor over  

sin and death, for the increase of the glory of that same august Mother, and for the joy and exultation of the 

entire Church; by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, of the Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, and by our 

own authority, we pronounce, declare, and define it to be a divinely revealed dogma: that the Immaculate 

Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body 

and soul into heavenly glory (44, emphasis added).    

 

Here is an example of the solemn teaching by a 

pope about a matter of faith or reason. He calls on the 

authority of Jesus, the apostles, and his own authority 

(cf. Mt. 18:18). Jesus established a Church with an    

authority that protects us from error in matters of faith 

and morals. He then clearly uses language that leaves  

no doubt that it is a true teaching.  
 

We Catholics believe that Mary, body and  soul 

united, was taken up to the beatific vision. Notice this 

language, having completed the course of her  earthly 

life. Did Mary die? We’re not sure — some say yes   

because her Son, spotless, died; some say no              

because she never sinned.  
 

She is, body and soul, in the fullness which is 

great news for us. Our destiny is to be in the beatific 

vision of LOVE almighty forever. We are NOT going  

to be angels or some other spirit, rather, human beings raised to our highest potential — singing dancing in 

blessed abandonment. Hooray!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

The resurrection will consist in the perfect participation of all that is physical in man, in what is       

spiritual in him. At the same time, it will consist in the perfect realization of what is personal in man. … But at 

the same time, it will reveal to him, in a deep and experiential way, the self-communication of God to the whole 

of creation and, in particular, to man (St. JP II, TOB, 9 Dec. 1981). 
 

Mary is the first of all disciples, a disciple before being a mother. She said, “Yes,” before she became   

a mom and never wavered. Now she stands, not at the cross of Jesus, but next to his throne in the fullness of 

the Kingdom. What a gift we have that the mother of Jesus, our mother, is interceding for you and me.  
 

Pray the Glorious mysteries of the rosary today and ask God to help you imitate more completely her 

obedience, her courage, faith, kindness, and discipleship. I pray that one day we will all get to meet her face   

to face and offer our heart felt gratitude to the young mother who said, “Fiat.” 

pace - bene, 


