
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

We continue with Jesus’ meditation on the doctrine of His Real Presence in the sacrament of the           
Eucharist. Gerard Manley Hopkins’ poem of the ancient hymn, Adoro Te devote, probably the best of           
all the translations, says in the second verse, What God's Son has told me, take for 
truth I do; Truth Himself speaks truly or there's nothing true.  

 

In his latest encyclical, Benedict writes about truth, especially in relation to   
charity (love).  

Through this close link with truth, charity can be recognized as an authentic 
expression of humanity and as an element of fundamental importance in human 
relations, including those of a public nature. Only in truth does charity shine 
forth, only in truth can charity be authentically lived. Truth is the light that gives 
meaning and value to charity. That light is both the light of reason and the light  
of faith, through which the intellect attains to the natural and supernatural truth   
of charity: it grasps its meaning as gift, acceptance, and communion. Without 
truth, charity degenerates into sentimentality. Love becomes an empty shell, to be filled in an arbitrary 
way. In a culture without truth, this is the fatal risk facing love. It falls prey to contingent subjective   
emotions and opinions, the word “love” is abused and distorted, to the point where it comes to mean the 
opposite. Truth frees charity from the constraints of an emotionalism that deprives it of relational and   
social content, and of a fideism that deprives it of human and universal breathing-space. In the truth,   
charity reflects the personal yet public dimension of faith in the God of the Bible, who is both Agápe    
and Lógos: Charity and Truth, Love and Word (3) 

 

Every liturgy is an encounter with the Lord Jesus Himself. Encountering God is never meant to be a nice 
thing. It is the very serious business of facing our Creator and Redeemer, before whom, we are sinners and not 
worthy of even looking up. It is because God has done such things for us that we can even dare to approach 
Him.  

 

If we live in any other manner, we will distort the truth of our lives before God. The truthful measure is, 
not that I am so good; rather, I have been made good by God’s greatness. I share in his goodness. I can love 
because he has loved me first. It may seem as if the reverse is true. Yet like children who think they now love 
their parents, it is only because the parents have loved them first. They were taught by mom and dad first and 
now begin to understand.  

 

To live in love, as St. Paul writes in the second reading, is to live in truth. One cannot be without the    
other. Love leads to truth and vice versa. Just as the more we get to know God the more we can love Him. 
Again, the more parents love authentically, the more they free their children to love authentically.  

 

As you and I receive Him in the Eucharist, let us be women and men searching for his truth. Every truth  
is a revelation of God. We must be discerning about whom we trust as our teachers. Jesus appointed Peter   
and his successors as infallible teachers in the matter of faith and morals. He knew that many voices would    
be trying to sway our hearts to modify, minimalize, and marginalize His truth. So we have a mechanism to 
protect us from the whims of the times.  

 

In receiving His Body and Blood we are given the privilege of Truth Himself entering our bodies. At  
such moments, we need to appropriate Truth into ourselves. It does take the humility of submitting our very 
heart to Truth. Jesus is teaching us a lesson every time we receive Him. At every Mass, pray for a deep spirit 
of humility in order to be docile and teachable. God’s lesson may be difficult, but they always lead to love   
and peace. In other words, His lessons lead us to Him who is Love, Truth, Beauty, Goodness, Life, etc. 

Pace – bene, 


