
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
What is the Eucharist? Many of us have asked that question many times. Often, we answer, “It’s a sacrament.” 

You would be correct.  
 

You might answer, The Eucharist is "the source and summit of the Christian life." 136  "The other sacraments, and 
indeed all ecclesiastical ministries and works of the apostolate, are bound up with the Eucharist and are oriented toward 
it. For in the blessed Eucharist is contained the whole spiritual good of the Church, namely Christ himself, our 
Pasch." (CCC 1324). You would be correct. 

 

Some will answer the question by saying, “It’s a sacrifice;” others “A Meal,” others, “A covenant,” all of these 
are true and acceptable. 

 

Personally, I like to ask a different question — Who is the Eucharist? The Eucharist is the very person of Jesus, 
Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity. The Eucharist is a real person, and we             
receive the person of Jesus. 

 

Some wisdom from Scott Hana — Now we've got to say one thing right off the bat. We are talking about an           
unbloody sacrifice and we are talking about a sacrifice in which Christ's death is represented. We are not talking about a 
bloody sacrifice where Christ is still bleeding. We are not talking about the fact that Christ is still dying on Calvary. He's 
not dying. He's been buried. He's been raised. He's ascended. He's enthroned and there he is in glory. But as he is in         
glory, he is the Lamb of God, enthroned as the Pascal Lamb; and so all of this belongs together in a very deep and              
mysterious way and I for one do not pretend to think that I can encapsulate or summarize it all adequately.  

 

All that said, I know that when I receive Holy Communion, I receive 
Jesus himself, his true presence into my body and soul. Our Eucharist is not a 
phantasm, illusion, mere symbol, just a wafer, only a memory, but the true 
presence of Jesus himself. 

 

Gerard Manley Hopkins, S.J. took a hymn written by St. Thomas 
Aquinas and translated into English.  

Godhead here in hiding, whom I do adore, 

Masked by these bare shadows, shape and nothing more, 

See, Lord, at Thy service low lies here a heart 

Lost, all lost in wonder at the God thou art. 

Seeing, touching, tasting are in thee deceived: 

How says trusty hearing? that shall be believed; 

What God's Son has told me, take for truth I do; 

Truth Himself speaks truly or there's nothing true. 

 

The second verse (emphasis added) is my favorite verse because it points to a vital element of faith — Do I           
believe the very words of Jesus? I cannot explain just how his true presence happens but I do trust Jesus tells the truth. 
I have all kinds of evidence, his miracles, his death and resurrection, the many Eucharist miracles we can see even today. 

 

This sadness of so many Catholics thinking the Eucharist, is just a symbol, is occurring because of a lack of faith. 
Some will not believe because it does not look or feel true, some because they have been hurt by someone in the Church, 
some because they have been abused by clergy or family, some because the world does not believe in Jesus.  

 

In all of these, I believe people have taken their eyes away from Jesus. Too many seek to look for the natural as 
the final answer rather than the supernatural. We must learn how to see the invisible which will be possible only if and 
when we walk by faith, not by seeing (cf.  2 Cor 5:7). 

 
God, Jesus, will never lead us astray, let us follow him. 

pace - bene, 
 


