
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

As I write this, I am scheduled for a double by-pass surgery this Monday, July 26, at Methodist Hospital. 

Please keep me in your prayers as well as the doctors, nurses, and technicians who assist in the operation. The plan 

is, after surgery, I will be out of action for a couple of weeks. Pray no one says, “Oops,” during the operation. I am 

still waiting for the results of a few tests, there is a possibility that the procedure will not happen. My medical team 

might still decide it could be too risky. If you see me around the parish this week you will know that they did not 

operate.  

We are blessed to have such availability for medical care here in Houston. People come from around the 

world to access the medical center in our back yard.  

 

************************* 

On the second Sunday of each month, we will begin a special blessing of a child in the womb. During the 

Universal Prayer, (Prayer of the Faithful), we will ask those families who desire to receive this special blessing to 

come forward. At the conclusion of the prayers, the priest will pray the blessing for the child and then the mother, 

father, and family. Then Mass continues in the regular manner. 

Pope Benedict XVI teaches us, The love of God does not distinguish between the 

newly conceived infant still in its mother’s womb, the baby, the youth, the grown adult, or 

the elderly, because in each of them He sees the sign of his own image and likeness. He 

makes no distinctions because he perceives in all of them a reflection of the face of his On-

ly-begotten Son, whom "he chose... before the foundation of the world.... He destined us in 

love to be his sons... according to the purpose of his will (Eph 1: 4-6).  (Address to Pontifi-

cal Academy for Life, 27 Feb. 2006). 

Ever since the immergence of human beings some 60,000 years ago we have 

known exactly what is going on in a woman’s womb — a new baby, a new human being. 

The picture to the right may look like an ultrasound picture, but it is a drawing done by Dr. 

William Hunter published in 1774. We have always known what is happening and our 

Church has seen fit to honor the humanity of the unborn with this special blessing. 

 

************************* 

For the next few Sundays, we will be hearing John’s gospel concerning the Eucharist. He does not give us a 

description of the institution of this sacrament. Jesus’ words are direct and confirm our doctrine of the real presence. 

The Eucharist is NOT a mere remembrance of our Lord. He is truly, body, blood, soul, and divinity present to you 

and me. 

A Pew Research study showed that 69% of Catholics in the US believe that the bread and wine used in  

Mass “are symbols of the body and blood of Jesus Christ.” This is NOT the teaching of our Church. Our Catechism 

teaches that “at the moment of consecration” (CCC 1377), the bread and wine offered at Mass “become Christ’s 

body and blood” (CCC 1333). 

For 2,000 years this is the truth taught and believed by the Church founded by Jesus. In the Eucharist “the 

body and blood, together with the soul and divinity, of our Lord Jesus Christ and, therefore, the whole Christ is tru-

ly, really, and substantially contained” (CCC 1374).  

Flannery O’Connor, at a dinner, was discussing our faith with acquaintances and one of them was proposing 

that the Eucharist was a fine symbol. She responded, well if it’s a symbol, to hell with it. Being Catholic is MUCH 

more than having good morals or ethics — rather by receiving him into our bodies we should become what we eat 

and be Jesus to others. That is SO much better than an eternal furnace.  

See you in our communion line – a taste of heaven. 

pace - bene, 


