
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

I thought I would take this opportunity to speak a bit more pointedly about the idea of excommunication. 

This element, sometimes used by the Church, is not some strange addition to revelation. It is based on passages 

from Scripture. 

Excommunication does not mean a person is cut off from salvation. The Church does not have that kind of 

authority, but it is a matter of Church discipline. This penalty is used as a last-ditch effort to help someone repent 

and return to the true path of grace. Some examples: 

St. Paul — But I now write to you not to associate with anyone named a brother, if he is immoral, 

greedy, an idolater, a slanderer, a drunkard, or a robber, not even to eat with such a person.                

(1 Cor. 5:11)  

St. Matthew — “If your brother sins [against you], go and tell him his fault between you and    

him alone. If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. If he does not listen, take one or     

two others along with you, so that ‘every fact may be established on the testimony of two or three  

witnesses.’  If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church. If he refuses to listen even to the church, 

then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector.” (Mt. 18:15-17) 

St. Paul — We instruct you, brothers, in the name of [our] Lord Jesus Christ, to shun any brother 

who conducts himself in a disorderly way and not according to the tradition they received from us.    

(2 Thess. 3:6) 

St. John —  If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him in your 

house or even greet him. (2 John 1:10)  

No one, this writer as well, likes the idea of discipline for it calls us to make changes [large or small] to rid 

ourselves of bad habits or take on new habits of virtue. The Church does not demand perfection but always      

encourages us to work towards perfection.  

Every family reading this knows that a home without discipline is a house filled with chaos. There are times  

a family must tell a member that you can no longer stay in this house without a change of behavior. No family 

does this lightly but only after repeated calls of change and reconciliation.  

Formal excommunication is used in particular cases. For example, In 1962, New Orleans Archbishop        

Joseph Rummel made waves in Louisiana politics by ordering the racial integration of Catholic schools. He then 

excommunicated three community leaders, including an influential local political boss, for organizing opposition 

to his decision.  

Short of formal excommunication, the Church teaches us that serious or grave sin imposes the discipline of 

refraining from receiving the Holy Eucharist. These include the sins that cry out for vengeance, murder, sodomy, 

defrauding workers of their wages, oppression of the poor (the pecata clamantia), abortion, fornication, human 

trafficking, pornography, serious slander, detraction, calumny, drunkenness, pride, sloth, despair, anger, et al.  

All of these sins can be forgiven as long as we receive sacramental forgiveness accompanied with a firm   

intention to rid this from our lives. Most of the time these sins are not known publicly and even if the priest knew 

he would not refuse communion and risk exposing the person.  

When the person is well known the situation changes. The pastor may choose to refuse communion to   

someone for the sake of others and more importantly for the good of the person. We also must remember that just 

because an action may be legal does not make it right or just; history has given us a myriad of laws that were   

unjust.  

We hold our priests and religious to a higher standard because we expect that their lives standout in the   

community. We should also hold Catholic business leaders, professionals, and, yes, Catholic politicians to a  

higher standard as well. We are not a club that is just for fellowship. We are the leaven in the midst of everyday 

life who with the help of God raise up our society to holiness and justice. 

 pace - bene, 


