
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

I suppose most of us have challenged another to do something dangerous or at least something that would take us out  

of our comfort place. While not physically dangerous it would put us at risk for embarrassment laughter or the principal’s 

office — boys seem more likely to the physical. I remember playing mumble peg and  it drove my mom (God rest her soul) 

to the edge.  

 

Many of these games began with, “I dare you to do _______!” Most of those times were not too dangerous and would, 

more likely, be mischievous but not life endangering.  

 

In today’s Gospel Jesus give us descriptions of the kingdom of God. Perhaps the best definition of the Kingdom of God 

is, HEAVEN. If you are in the Kingdom’ you are in heaven. That thought can be a bit scary because we realize that if we’re 

in heaven we have to live to a higher standard.  

 

At every Mass, at the beginning of the Communion Rite, the priest says, At the Savior’s command and formed by     

divine teaching we dare to say, followed by the LORD’s Prayer. I wonder if we’ve become a bit complacent to this           

introduction to the LORD’s prayer. Our Church teaches us that we are entering a dangerous prayer. 

 

We DARE to pray Our Father —  

we do not pray to a force, a power, a distant puppeteer, or an old man behind a curtain. We pray to Abba, “Dad” 

and that very element demands more than an intellectual ascent, but rather a “felt” faith that forms our mind, heart 

and soul. 

We DARE to pray thy kingdom come, thy will be done —  

our heart and will prays for something other than our own rather narrow view of creation. Not one person reading 

(or writing) this is the greatest since sliced bread. The LORD alone has the best plan for your life, and it is AL-

WAYS bigger than your plan for yourself.  

We DARE to pray — on earth as it is in heaven — we pray that the holy will of God is present in all decisions I 

make today. How do I speak, to my spouse, children, employees, etc.? How do I spend my money? Do I ever pray 

whether this expense is in accord with the holy will of God? How do I vote? Do I believe this person will do the 

will of God? Does my will include bequests to God, Church, the poor? 

We DARE to pray — give us this day our daily bread — Do I trust God will help provide what I need? Do I try to 

stop by the chapel during the weekdays for Mass or adoration?  

We DARE to pray — and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us — Do I truly 

forgive those who have hurt me? Do I hold grudges? Do I overlook the shortcomings of others as I want them to 

do the same for me? 

We DARE to pray — and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil — Do I listen to the promptings  

of God to avoid sin? Have I formed habits that block God’s grace? Do I allow myself the freedom to obey his 

laws? 

God our Father is not safe, but he is good — he IS – Love – Honesty – Integrity – Beauty – Courage – Omni        

Present, Knowing – Goodness – etc. etc. etc. We are in that part of the Kingdom that may require discipline, suffering,   

challenges, purification, et al — these were good enough for his Son, so they’re good enough for us. He may ask you or me 

to walk into hell for a heavenly cause and he does, it will be for the good of you and his church. 

 

We DARE so let us be DARING in following him who is not safe but Good for in doing so, we will come to live 

forever with God who did not play it safe but made us in his image and likeness so we too can live in goodness and peace. 
 

Let us play it good, that we may be safe. 
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