
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

 

     This Sunday is dedicated to Divine Mercy celebrating the most stupendous quality of God. Pope St. John Paul II 

penned a marvelous encyclical, DIVES IN MISERICORDIA, (Rich in Mercy) in which he opens minds and hearts to  

the intimate mercy of God’s love. 

 

     In a long footnote he discusses two words that give rise to this    

mercy; hesed which tends to a sense of justice and rahamim. …       

rahamim, in  its very root, denotes the love of a mother (rehem =  

mother's womb). From the deep and original bond-indeed the unity-that 

links a mother to her child there springs a particular relationship to  

the child, a     particular love. Of this love one can say that it is        

completely  gratuitous, not merited, and that in this aspect it constitutes 

an interior necessity: an exigency of the heart. It is, as it were, a 

"feminine" variation of the masculine fidelity to self-expressed by 

hesed. Against this psychological background, rahamim generates a 

whole range of feelings, including goodness and tenderness, patience 

and understanding, that is, readiness to forgive [note 52].  

 

 

     Last Sunday, Pope Francis gave his Easter Urbi et Orbi (To the 

World and the City) blessing. In part he said, The crucified Jesus, none 

other, has risen from the dead. God the Father raised Jesus, his Son, 

because he fully accomplished his saving will. Jesus took upon himself 

our weakness, our infirmities, even our death. He endured our         

sufferings and bore the weight of our sins. Because of this, God the  

Father exalted him and now Jesus Christ lives forever; he is the Lord. 

 

 

     The witnesses report an important detail: the risen Jesus bears the 

marks of the wounds in his hands, feet and side. These wounds are the 

everlasting seal of his love for us. All those who experience a painful 

trial in body or spirit can find refuge in these wounds and, through 

them, receive the grace of the hope that does not disappoint. 

Most who read this have experienced woundedness — from family 

dysfunction, from friends or loved ones, betrayal, national disasters, 

violence, self-inflicted, et al. We are not exempted from the evils of this 

world that are legion.  

 

 

 

        What we do have is God’s mercy and goodness offered over and over. He does not eliminate the evil since that 

would destroy us. We are free creatures of who will not be reduced to pets, incapable of true choice for goodness. Sin of 

course limits our experience of God’s mercy to the extent we turn our backs to the love God offers.  
 

 

To the extent we turn our face to LOVE we open the flood gates of his mercy and ultimately to joy. Through this 

mercy and joy we are able to actuate the truest of freedoms — freedom for beauty, goodness, generosity, forgiveness and 

the interior presence of joy so that we too are enabled to show mercy as well and become more like our creator. 

 

 

Let us trust in God as he guides us forward into the exquisite beauty of joy. This will not negate all the bad stuff we 

encounter, but it will make our response to evil more loving and that is what our world needs today and every day. 

 

pace – bene, 


