
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Our first reading today recalls the increasing infidelity of God’s chosen people — they added infidelity to   

infidelity, practicing all the abominations of the nations and polluting the Lord’s temple which he had                 

consecrated in Jerusalem.  

 

Our catechism teaches: The forgetting of the Law and the infidelity to the covenant end in death: it is the    

Exile, apparently the failure of the promises, which is in fact the mysterious fidelity of the Savior God and the    

beginning of a promised restoration, but according to the Spirit. The People of God had to suffer this purification. 

In God's plan, the Exile already stands in the shadow of the Cross, and the Remnant of the poor that returns from 

the Exile is one of the most transparent prefigurations of the Church (710). 

 

The temple was the place where God would meet the people and its         

sacredness was near and dear to the people. Sin was growing in the hearts   

of the people and one can hear the sorrow in the words from Chronicles. 

The very fabric of the nation was unraveling, and it could be felt in the        

community of the faithful. The LORD in his goodness raised up a righteous 

unbeliever to show mercy to the Israelites in Cyrus king of Persia. God is 

bigger than anything we could imagine. 

 

St. Paul tells us today that we are saved by grace, a great gift from the     

immeasurable riches of his grace. This does not mean we are not part of our 

redemption won by Jesus. We cannot affect our own salvation, but God   

cannot save us without our cooperation. We cannot say, “No”, to God and   

expect to receive the gift of salvation — we MUST work with God. 

Once again from our catechism: "God, who creates and conserves all things 

by his Word, provides men with constant evidence of himself in created   

realities. And furthermore, wishing to open up the way to heavenly salvation 

- he manifested himself to our first parents from the very beginning."6 He 

invited them to intimate communion with himself and clothed them with re-

splendent grace and justice (54). 

 

This revelation was not broken off by our first parents' sin. "After the fall, 

[God] buoyed them up with the hope of salvation, by promising redemption; 

and he has never ceased to show his solicitude for the human race. For he 

wishes to give eternal life to all those who seek salvation by patience in well-doing. “Even when he disobeyed you 

and lost your friendship you did not abandon him to the power of death. . . Again and again, you offered a covenant 

to man (55). 

 

Our Gospel today teaches us that some like the dark rather than the light of God’s love. In our Eucharistic 

Prayer for reconciliation we pray, “… For you do not cease to spur us on to possess a more abundant life and, 

being rich in mercy, you constantly offer pardon and call on sinners to trust in forgiveness alone. Never did    

you turn away from us and, though time and again we have broken your covenant you have bound the human 

family to yourself through Jesus your Son, our Redeemer, with a bond of love so tight that it can never be      

undone. 

 

Holy Mother Church takes great pains to raise up the beauty and goodness of God. He is “rich in mercy”    

(Ep. 4:2) down to the thousandth generation toward those who love him (Deut. 7:9). On this Laetare Sunday know 

we can and ought to rejoice at the tender mercy infinite love for you and me. What more could God have done than 

give us his Son to expiate our sins, rise from the dead, establish his Church, leave us the Eucharist, send us the  

Spirit and the promise of returning to bring us into his Father’s house. It doesn’t get better than that. 

 

 Pace – Bene, 


