
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
      
     When I was much younger, I was charged to clean my room. It did not take much time and my mom was impressed 
that I worked so quickly. I probably had a smile on my face, my mistake, and she told me that just putting the mess under 
the bed was not cleaning the room. Busted! There is more to cleaning a room than sweeping it under the bed. 
 
     Our first reading today recalls the momentous event of God giving the Ten Commandments to Moses on Mount         
Horeb. We are more familiar with the “shortened” version, but these statutes are based upon the very nature of God and 
human beings. God could not have said, Have no gods before me, because he knows that he is God and there is no other. 
God CANNOT lie because he is truth itself.  
 
     Likewise, he could not have said, It’s OK to kill others, or OK to commit adultery, or steal. These behaviors go against 
the very nature of mankind. We are made in the image and likeness of God and that means something. These “rules” for 
living must not be pushed back into an diluted list of arbitrary rules. There is too much at stake. And we must not make 
them a surface list of Do’s or Don’ts.  
 
     Each of the Commandments have great principles that point to deeper         
realities. We are made in the image of God and that fact points to the great     
dignity of everyone. ALL human beings possess a God given dignity that       
demands respect from others. Every human being from conception to natural 
death has a right to life, physical safety, not to be enslaved, not to be bullied, etc. 
The Commandment, “You must not kill,” goes beyond just not killing. 
 
     When God tells spouses that adultery is immoral, he is laying the foundation 
of a free, faithful, and fruitful union of a man and women. But this also entails a 
continual growing in the virtue of chastity that includes proper language,              
modesty, etc. The image and likeness of God is not just in our soul but in our 
bodies as well.  
 
     We must ALWAYS strive to see the truth behind the commandment. Parents 
understand this when they command their children not run into the street. It is 
not an arbitrary rule to thwart a child’s development but a kind and loving command to protect their development. “Don’t 
run into the street,” is the shorthand for — I love you! I want to protect you! I want you to grow and be free! There is      
danger when you may be careless! — and there is plenty more that could be said. 
 
      The Ten Commandments are designed to give you and me the freedom to live a truly communal life with God and 
others. After Adam and Eve sinned the human family decided that they wanted to be free from restraints, while LOVE 
desires we live in freedom for — love, joy, patience, peace, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control 
(Gal. 5:22-3). 
 
     God our Father knows what will work for our happiness, after all, he made us in his image and likeness so he knows 
what will work because he lives in the freedom for goodness. He could not tell us anything else — to do so would be to 
deny himself and that is impossible.  

************************* 
 
     I am very grateful for so many who support our parish with your financial gifts. We are able to keep our staff and   
continue our ministries. I am asking today that if you have not made a pledge to our DSF campaign of our Archdiocese to 
consider prayerfully doing so. These ministries are the responsibility of all Catholics in our Archdiocese. The 60+          
ministries serve thousands by bringing the light of Christ to the sick, incarcerated, hurting, finding a vocation, etc.  
 
     Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

 Pace – bene, 
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