
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
We begin the holy season of Lent this Wednesday with the sprinkling of the ashes. This outward sign of an inner 
disposition is meant to aid us as we begin this time of penance. I encourage every parishioner to take upon  
yourself some sort of spiritual “work” these next six weeks.  
 
You might consider attending daily Mass, abstaining from certain foods, praying a daily rosary, using the Lenten 
Companion on a daily basis or committing to the Consecration to Mary. Our teen and younger children should be 
encouraged to make a sacrifice during this time (not eating candy or no deserts, attend a daily Mass each week). 
 
Catholic News Agency reports that an international group of Catholic academics has launched an ambitious new 
project to proclaim the “truth of love” to 21st-century society. You can find more information about this project 
on their web site — https://veritasamoris.org/EN/. 
 
From their web site: To articulate an adequate vision of the “truth of love,” the Veritas Amoris Project focuses  
on these twelve items: 
 

1. To speak of the truth of love, one needs to establish the primacy of God as Creator.  
2. Christ the Redeemer reveals the fullness of true love, stirring up within us a new question that he 
alone can answer. 
3. The perspective of the truth of love is the key to understanding who human beings are as the  
image of God in Christ.  
4. Human beings discover and express the truth of love beginning from the language of their body.   
5. Sexual difference makes possible the union between man and woman and the transmission of life, 
and as such, it is the paradigmatic place in creation where love realizes its truth.  
6. The possibility of a truth of love seems to be contradicted by the evil present in the world, but it 
is this very fact that also speaks to us of how love is capable of redeeming human  
beings from sin and death.  
7. The sacraments are the place that Christ left us to be able to live the truth of love.  
8. To see human action starting from the truth of love means to understand it as a response to an 
original call that invites us to reach the fullness of human life.  
9. To speak of the truth of love in today’s emotivist climate requires a reflection on the  
affections.  
10. The perspective of the truth of love allows us to discover the height of the human  
vocation in Christ (cf. Vatican II, Optatam Totius, n. 16).  
11. Considering the truth of love helps to propose an evangelizing pastoral ministry that aims at 
the formation of the Christian subject.    
12. The perspective of the truth of love has great social potential. In fact, it enables us to  
understand how the good brings with it a dynamism of communion that goes beyond the  
individual person, which is why one must speak of the common good.   

 

************************* 
There is a wealth of wisdom in these theses and this Lent could be an opportunity to reflect how we  
live these statements. We also are promoting Lenten Companion from Ascension Press and Marian  
Consecration. These two vehicles offer you and me a structured plan of prayer and opening us to  
spiritual richness. Of course, we have the opportunity for daily Mass, rosary, Stations of the Cross,  
fasting, abstinence, et al.  
 
Let us make this Lent a times of reflection, reform, and reconciliation so that our Easter celebration will be an  
experience of joy. We begin this Ash Wednesday with ashes and a day of fasting and abstinence. May our  
beginning open or hearts and soul to receive LOVE’s mercy. 
 

 Pace – bene, 


