
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

    The small boy had pestered his father with a number of questions that small boys usually do ask their fathers —

"When? Where? Why? What for?” and so on. Finally, he asked, “Daddy what do they make asphalt roads out of? 
 

    His father replied, “This is the 900th question you've asked me today. Do give me a little peace. What do you think 

would have happened to me if I had asked my father so many questions? 
 

    The boy thought about this and finally decided, “You might perhaps have learned the answers to some of my           

questions.” 
 

    I imagine most families have had similar          

discussions with at least one child, if not all, of 

your children. At first, it’s not bad, but the teen 

years can be quite contentious — opinions clash 

and voices often are raised, arguments abound, 

doors are slammed, and it can take a few days for 

all to clam down. I know that no family in our 

parish ever has moments like this — you can send 

this to someone else in the family. 
 

    Can we reach the tranquility we desire in our 

families as did the peace of the Holy Family of 

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph in this life? No! We can, 

however, take steps that can aid us in growth in 

wisdom, age, and grace before God and others.  
 

    One of the things families can do is avoid          

influences that cause damage to your family.         

Be active and seek support. One recommendation is to read an article by Michael Gurian, author of The Minds of Boys 

and The Minds of Girls, posted on-line about the dangers of social media for children. He lists 8 pitfalls —  

1: It’s relentlessly addictive. 2: It’s a time vortex. 3: It harms sleep. 4: It erodes independent thinking. 5: It         

amplifies uninformed opinions. 6: It’s a gateway to porn. 7: It contributes to insecurity and anxiety. 8: It                

jeopardizes future opportunities. You can read the full article at https://gurianinstitute.com/8-reasons-social-media-is-

no-good-for-kids/.  
 

    “But, Msgr. Bill, this will cause arguments and strife in the family!” Yes, it will, but some things are worth fighting for 

and in the long view, this is one thing WOTRTH FIGHTING FOR!!!!! Great harm has fallen on many of our children 

and we adults are charged with protecting our children.  
 

    Another habit we can work on is putting a smile on our face. Pope St. John Paul II writes, There is no law which lays it 

down that you must smile! But YOU CAN make a gift of your smile; you can be the leaven of kindness in your family 

(emphasis added).  
 

    What would your family look like if you walked out of the bedroom in the morning with a smile on your face? How 

much calmer and relaxed would your family be when you give a simple and sincere smile to each other. For this to     

happen one will need to choose to be a bit less focused on one’s own self and more focused on the value of family.  
 

    When we think of ourselves less, we win and in a sense we give a present to ourselves. All happy families resemble 

one another; every unhappy family is unhappy in its own way (Leo Tolstoy). Happy families smile a lot!!!!!!! 

 
pace - bene, 
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