
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

 Kudos to The Women’s Tennis Association. They will halt all of their tournaments in China because they aren’t      

satisfied that Chinese tennis player Peng Shuai is safe following an allegation of sexual assault against a retired senior    

government official. This charge was made last month on her verified social-media account. 
 

Though the decision could cost women’s tennis hundreds of millions of dollars in future revenue, WTA Chief          

Executive Steve Simon said he would willingly cut off one of the sport’s largest business partners until Ms. Peng’s status 

was clarified.  
 

Other sports organizations, such as the National Basketball Association and soccer’s English Premier League,         

have previously found themselves in conflict with China over various matters. But the WTA’s move to suspend the nine 

tournaments it has scheduled there for next year appears to be unprecedented in global sports. (WSJ). 
 

There are some things that call us to speak up and out. Money is not the greatest goal. 

*************************  

The entrance antiphon of today’s Mass commands. Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say rejoice. Indeed the Lord    

is near. “Msgr., how can we rejoice when it seems as if the world is going to hell in a handbasket? It’s a mess out there — 

the pandemic, inflation, crime is climbing, more and more are suffering mentally, economically, and socially!” All of that  

is true. 
 

What is true, has been true and will be true is that we have a God who is LOVE, TRUTH, GOODNESS, MERCY, 

COMPASSION, GENEROSITY, FORGIVENESS, PURITY, JUSTICE, FRIENDSHIP, FAITHFULLNESS, and more.  

We can and should live with JOY. 

Our Catechism teaches, 
† "Let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice." Although man can forget God or reject him, He     

never ceases to call every man to seek him, so as to find life and happiness (30); 

† When we contemplate the blessings of faith even now, as if gazing at a reflection in a mirror, it is as if      
we already possessed the wonderful things which our faith assures us we shall one day enjoy (163);  

† With creation, God does not abandon his creatures to themselves. He not only gives them being and       
existence, but also, and at every moment, upholds and sustains them in being, enables them to act and 
brings them to their final end. Recognizing this utter dependence with respect to the Creator is a source     
of wisdom and freedom, of joy and confidence (301);  

† Human virtues are firm attitudes, stable dispositions, habitual perfections of intellect and will that         
govern our actions, order our passions, and guide our conduct according to reason and faith. They      
make possible ease, self-mastery, and joy in leading a morally good life. The virtuous man is he who     
freely practices the good (1804);  

Mother Teresa tells of a young Maltese girl who joined her order. On the first day,  
she was sent to the Home For the Dying. When she came down, she was radiant. Mother 
Teresa asked why she was so happy. The young sister said, “Mother, I have held Christ    
in my hands for three hours.” 

 

E.E. Cummings wrote, The world is mud-luscious and puddle-wonderful. Children 
love puddles and mud. If you are a bit down, tap into the little-known part of your brain 
technically [childhood memory] and then find a puddle or if you’re a bit on the wild side 
some mud.  

 

Rejoice this week and if you dare, rejoice every 365.25 days every year. 
 

pace - bene, 
 


