
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
    If you have not heard the news, retired Bishop George A. Sheltz, after several years of suffering, passed into the arms 
of our loving Father on 21 December 2021. Please pray for his peaceful repose and for his family.  

 
*************************  

 
    Cardinal DiNardo has announced new liturgical directives effective Sunday, January 2, 2022. The major change is the 
general dispensation from Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation is removed for Catholics within the Archdioceses of  
Galveston-Houston. The faithful should fulfill their Sunday and Holy Day obligation joyfully and conscientiously.    
 
    He asks that I remind all the obligation for attendance to Mass on Sunday and Holy Days is not morally binding for 
those who find it impossible to attend Mass, e.g., due to illness, advanced age, caring for a sick person, or being at high 
risk for contracting COVID-19. These persons should fulfill their obligations through some sort of prayer or meditation 
upon the sacred scriptures for the Mass of the day (taken from his letter with emphasis added). 
 
    Two other changes going into effect will be holy water fonts in the church. He asks, as do I, please use hand sanitizer 
before using the fonts. The wooden fonts we currently use will stay in service. Also, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion will continue to use hand sanitizer before distributing the Holy Eucharist but not required to wear a mask. 
Any minster may retain the practice of wearing a mask. 
 
    At this time, we will not distribute communion from the chalice. 

 
************************* 

 
    I can’t comprehend what Mary and Joseph were think-
ing or feeling when the Magi showed up. These strange 
men from the East who dabbled in astrology and spells. I 
would not be surprised if they were afraid. Stranger still, 
the Holy Family received precious gifts fit for a king. 
 
    But come they did and through the mercy of God started 
to make the new-born known to others.  
 
    Perhaps the Magi were just as surprised, that at the end 
of an arduous journey, they find the King of the Jews is 
just a baby, and this very poor young couple, in a jerkwa-
ter town, and not at all something that resembles a king’s 
residence. As Bishop Sheen often said, “Divinity is always 
where you least expect to find it.” How true. 
 

    This weekend we will again distribute the blessed chalk with instructions on how to use the chalk to mark your home. 
This year the inscription is – 20 + C + M + B + 22. The letter s have two meanings. First, they represent the initials of 
the Magi — Caspar, Malchior, and Balthazar — who came to visit Jesus in His first home. They also abbreviate the Latin 
phrase, Christus mansionem benedicat: “May Christ bless the house.” The “+” signs represent the cross, and the “20” at 
the beginning and the “22” at the end mark the year. Taken together, this inscription is performed as a request for Christ to 
bless those homes so marked and that He stay with those who dwell there throughout the entire year. 
 
    Involve as many family members as you can muster. Any color chalk will do. These small efforts of faith help us to 
keep our equilibrium in an ever-increasing spinning in our world. It helps everyone who enters know that Jesus the Christ 
lives in this house. 
 

    Happy New Year and may God’s glory shine in your heart and home. 
pace - bene, 
 


