
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Some wonderful news — one of our own, Matthew Edward Donovan, S.J. was ordained a deacon (the last step 

before priesthood) on September 21, 2021. He will be ordained, God willing, in about a year from that date. Please 

keep Deacon Matthew in your prayers as well as all seminarians and those in religious formation that God’s holy will 

may be clear to those men and women striving to do what is asked of them. 
 

We also thank his parents and the priests at Strake Jesuit High School for being witnesses to faith and openness 

to God. Pray that one of your sons or daughters will be called by God to enter religious life as a priest, sister, or brother 

to serve in the Church and help make God’s mercy more visible in our world. 
 

*************************  

Put on your sweats, lace up your jogging shoes! That’s what the opening prayer of today’s holy Mass tells us  

to do — resolve to run forth to meet your Christ. We pray for enthusiasm and eagerness to meet Jesus as he journeys 

into our hearts and lives. We can run forth because we do not run in the dark but rather in the light. Advent is a time   

of light — the light of God’s wisdom, his truth, his goodness, his generosity, his mercy, his forgiveness, his purity, his 

faithfulness.  
 

Venerable Fulton Sheen wrote: History is full of men who have claimed that they came from God, or that they 

were gods, or that they bore messages from God – Buddha, Mohammed, Confucius, Christ, Lao-tze, and thousands of 

others, right down to the person who founded a new religion this very day. Each of them has a right to be heard and 

considered. But as a yardstick external to and outside of whatever  

is to be measured is needed, so there must be some permanent tests 

available to all men, all civilizations, and all ages, by which they 

can decide whether any one of these claimants, or all of them, are 

justified in their claims. 
 

    All but one of these figures just showed up unannounced — the 

one, of course is Jesus the Christ. Jesus was announced —  

Sheen again, But, with Christ it was different. Because of the Old 

Testament prophecies, His coming was not unexpected. There were 

no predictions about Buddha, Confucius, Lao-tze, Mohammed, or    

anyone else; but there were predictions about Christ. Others just 

came and said, “Here I am, believe me.” They were, therefore,   

only men among men and not the Divine in the human. 
 

Advent is a season filled with expectant hope, and we should have high expectations of the coming of     

Christmas, not so much for the fruit cake and presents, but for the renewal of the light who is the Christ, the Son of   

our heavenly Father, Savior, Redeemer, Bridegroom of the Church, Suffering Servant, Light of the World.  
 

I suggest that as you decorate your home do so gradually — the tree this week, lights next week then the      

ornaments, etc. Set up the manger a bit at a time without the baby Jesus until Christmas. Have the three kings move    

to different rooms as they journey to Bethlehem. Little by little make our homes reflect the truth and spirit of this holy 

season. Have a GREAT Advent! 
 

*************************  

We have finally received the permit to build our educational building. I am looking for a volunteer project 

manager. Perhaps you are a retired architect, engineer, contractor who be willing to serve in this capacity please call 

me. You would be working with our Buildings and Grounds committee, our Facilities Manager, myself, our architect, 

and our construction company. 
 

It’s an exciting time for our parish.  
 

pace - bene, 


