
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

A few weeks ago I wrote about vacuous statements from some of our congressional leaders regarding the issue 

of abortion et al. A parishioner called me and was concerned that I should not write (or talk) about political issues 

because our Constitution has a separation of church and government. 

 

Actually, separation of religion and state is nowhere in the Constitution of our country. The first amendment 

of the Constitution says, Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the   

free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 

assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.  

 

We see five freedoms enumerated — exercise religion, speech, press, peaceful assembly, and petition the  

government. The amendment has three compound clauses, religion, speech, and assembly. Our government       

enjoins itself not to interfere with those rights. The authors understood sentence structure perhaps better than       

we do now. 

 

The first freedom in our Bill of Rights is the freedom of religion and that is important. Thomas Jefferson used 

the phrase separation of church and state in a letter to a Baptist church and the Supreme Court first used it 1879. 

The mistake they made was treating the religion clause as two separate clauses. It is ONE clause with two          

elements.  

 

The Supreme Court does not always get it right. Perhaps the most egregious error was the Plessy v. Ferguson 

(1896) ruling that allowed for separate but equal schools and stood for almost sixty years until reversed by Brown 

v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954). In fact, the schools were never equal and perpetuated the separation of 

races.  

 

Our Constitution does not mandate churches stay out of politics. Churches are free to criticize decisions of the 

government as well they should. There are times when governments deserve the criticism of religion because they 

have overstepped their boundaries and trampled on the rights of people. If the church does not speak up who will? 

Arguably the most powerful instance of religion speaking to government occurred on Palm Sunday 1937 when 

Pope Pius XI’s Mit Brennerder Sorge [With Deep Anxiety] was read in all the parishes of Germany. This letter left 

no doubt about racist Nazi policies and evils.  

 

We can and at times must speak up especially when the very life of innocent human beings is taken away 

without any safeguards and when they cannot speak up for themselves. The unborn are counting on our voices to 

speak truth to our elected officials. I believe that the vast majority of abortions are difficult decisions but that does 

not justify its practice. 

  

Our Church must continue to build a culture of life not only in stopping abortion but building the structures of 

healthy marriages, compassionate care for the needy, strong education for children, and new sexual revolution that 

honors chastity, practices purity, and welcomes a child with love.  

 

Yes, we must challenge our politicians. 

*************************   

 Several people have asked me about President Biden and his meeting with Pope Francis. Our Pope is a head 

of state and in that position, he meets with other heads of state. Diplomacy is a strong attribute of the Vatican and 

part of the pope’s job is to be a diplomat. It is part of the pope’s job to meet with other leaders even when he      

disagrees with them on issues.  

 

“Well, why did the pope tell Mr. Biden he should keep receiving communion?” I have no idea what Pope 

Francis said to the President, but I doubt that the pope said that. My gut tells me anything the Pope told Mr. Biden 

would have been much more nuanced. I think there is a misunderstanding of the Pope’s words. Sometimes people 

hear what they want to hear [I understand from parents that this happens not a few times with teens].  

 

In trying times, we must stay focused on the truths of our faith and by our devotedness to God and his truths 

find the peace that comes from him alone. 

 

pace - bene, 


