
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners,  
 
Last week, I accidently sent an early draft of my letter. In the first paragraph, the last sentence says, “Most of this 

can be found at www.usccb.org”  It should have said, “Most of the information here can be found at www.usccb.org        
website. There is much we can learn about the danger of pornography and how to combat it. I apologize for any                 
confusion.  

 

************************* 
 

In this Respect Life Month, it behooves us to reflect on the multiple ways dignity can be lessened. There are the 
BIG issues that can, if we are not careful, overshadow day-to-day actions that may not make the news, but still violate 
another’s dignity. 

 
Gossip has been around for several millennia with varying levels of damage. Some gossip has destroyed           

reputations and careers. The gossip grows in size and before you know it, the damage is done. Often, we spread what we 
think is the truth, but just another gossip item started by God-knows-who, but I heard it and it’s too juicy to keep it to  
myself. 

 
Someone is harmed even if she or he does not know what is being said. We all can do better in our speech by 

speaking well of others and pointing out another’s good side. One rule that can help, NEVER say something about               
another until you have said it to their face FIRST.  If someone says, “I probably shouldn’t say this,” for heaven’s sake 
help them be holier and respond, “THEN DON’T SAY IT!” You have pointed him or her to the better path.  

 
We diminish our own dignity when we are immodest in words, actions, and dress. I am including a section from 

our wonderful Catechism on modesty 2021 – 2525. There's some great teaching here. 
 
Purity requires modesty, an integral part of temperance. Modesty protects the intimate center of the person. It 
means refusing to unveil what should remain hidden. It is ordered to chastity to whose sensitivity it bears witness. It 
guides how one looks at others and behaves toward them in conformity with the dignity of persons and their             
solidarity. 
 
Modesty protects the mystery of persons and their love. It encourages patience and moderation in loving                
relationships; it requires that the conditions for the definitive giving and commitment of man and woman to one 
another be fulfilled. Modesty is decency. It inspires one's choice of clothing. It keeps silence or reserve where there 
is evident risk of unhealthy curiosity. It is discreet.  

 
There is a modesty of the feelings as well as of the body. It protests, for example, 
against the voyeuristic explorations of the human body in certain advertisements, or 
against the solicitations of certain media that go too far in the exhibition of intimate 
things. Modesty inspires a way of life which makes it possible to resist the allurements 
of fashion and the pressures of prevailing ideologies.  
 
… Everywhere, however, modesty exists as an intuition of the spiritual dignity proper to 
man. It is born with the awakening consciousness of being a subject. Teaching modesty 
to children and adolescents means awakening in them respect for the human person.  
 
Christian purity requires a purification of the social climate. It requires of the             
communications media that their presentations show concern for respect and restraint. 
Purity of heart brings freedom from widespread eroticism and avoids entertainment 
inclined to voyeurism and illusion.  

 
In the Sound of Music there is the tender scene of the Captain and Maria in the gazebo 

singing, Something Good. Even before they sang the song, God spoke to them by doing something marvelously good, he 
made them in his image and likeness conferring the divine honor of dignity. I hope you spend some time this week            
contemplating the dignity of others AND your own. God has done something good in each of us and that dignity lived 
well, will begin to change the world. 

 

pace - bene, 
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