
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
In this month of putting a greater emphasis on the dignity of all humankind, I decided to focus this week’s article 

on a scourge in our society that attacks the God given dignity of every human being. Pornography is a major cancer in 
our world today. Most of this can be found at www.usccb.org.  

 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, Pornography consists in removing real or simulated sexual acts 

from the intimacy of the partners, in order to display them deliberately to third parties. It offends against chastity              
because it perverts the conjugal act, the intimate giving of spouses to each other. It does grave injury to the dignity of its 
participants, (actors, vendors, the public), since each one becomes an object of base pleasure and illicit profit for others. 
It immerses all who are involved in the illusion of a fantasy world. It is a grave offense. Civil authorities should prevent 
the production and distribution of pornographic materials (2354). 

 
Please also read the U.S. bishops pastoral letter Create in Me a Clean Heart. This document articulates Church 

teaching on the person and the nature of human sexuality as designed by God. It also discussed the harms of pornography 
use both to the person and society. 

 
These three audio files will give you 

more insight of the magnitude of the problem, 
the serious effects of porn viewing, and point 
you to ways you can join the battle to address 
this  pandemic. 

 
Dr. Klaponis’ work in this field has 

found that pornography use over time will lead 
people to five core beliefs: 
1) I’m unworthy of being loved. 
2) If people really knew me they’d reject me.                                                                                                                                 
3) I can’t trust anyone, including God to meet 
my needs. 
4) I must find something that I can control to meet my needs. 
 5) Therefore pornography and sex are my greatest need and source of comfort.                                                                       
These ‘beliefs’ apply to any type of addiction — alcohol, food, online games, gambling, etc.  

 
We must not despair for there are means to fight the addiction and return to grace and peace within oneself and 

families. Always remember that no sin is greater than God’s mercy and forgiveness. Even if you are caught in persistent 
sin, God is ready, willing and eager to forgive you and help you in honor and purity. 
 
             It is frightening that the average age for pornography exposure is 11 – 13 with many as young as 7 – 8. We adults 
must be constantly on guard on behalf of our children. Do all you can to help our young ones remember the Bible teaches 
— Do you not know that your body is a temple* of the holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God, and that you are 
not your own? For you have been purchased at a price. Therefore, glorify God in your body (1Cor. 6:19). 
 
            Remind them of this whenever they go out to play or go out with their friends. It will embarrass them a bit and 
that’s OK. They may roll their eyes, (you’ve seen that), but it just might give them courage to stand up to others who 
could lead them down the wrong path.  

 
pace – bene 
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http://www.usccb.org
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/pornography/upload/Create-in-Me-a-Clean-Heart-Statement-on-Pornography.pdf
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/6#54006019-1
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/natural-family-planning/resources/upload/7A.mp3
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/natural-family-planning/resources/upload/7B.mp3
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/natural-family-planning/resources/upload/5A.mp3
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/natural-family-planning/resources/upload/5B.mp3
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/natural-family-planning/resources/upload/6A.mp3
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/natural-family-planning/resources/upload/6B.mp3

