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INTRODUCTION 

 Funerals are a time of sadness and grief.  However, our Catholic faith teaches us that 
there is joy in the belief that our loved one has passed into eternal life.  The Church has 
many traditions concerning funerals and funeral preparation in the many cultures and 
ethnic groups which make up the people of God.  Whatever the form of these traditions is, 
the period following the death of a loved one always includes a Funeral Mass.  The Funeral 
liturgy is the central celebration of the Christian Community for the deceased.  The 
Church’s Order of Christian Funerals underscores the hope and joy that is the theme of 
the Catholic funeral liturgy: 

At the funeral the Christian Community gathers with the family and friends of 
the deceased to give praise and thanks to God for Christ’s victory over sin and 
death, to commend the deceased to God’s tender mercy and compassion, and 
to seek strength in the proclamation of the paschal mystery.  Through the Holy 
Spirit the community is joined together in faith as one Body in Christ to 
reaffirm in sign and symbol, word and gesture that each believer through 
baptism shares in Christ’s death and resurrection and can look to the day 
when all the elect will be raised up and united in the kingdom of light and 
peace. 

 Over the last several years, it has become increasingly common for the body of the 
deceased to be cremated.   Depending on circumstances, the body of the deceased may be 
cremated before or after the funeral liturgy.  If the body or the cremated remains is present 
at the liturgy, the liturgy is properly called a Funeral Mass.  If the remains are not present, 
for whatever reason, the liturgy is celebrated as a Memorial Mass.   

PARTICIPATION 

You may have readers for the Old Testament, Psalm, and New Testament readings, as well 
as for the Intercessions or Prayers of the Faithful. 
 

In addition, the gifts – bread and wine – may be brought up by family members or friends.  
This is a good opportunity to involve smaller children (usually five or older), such as 
grandchildren, in the Mass. 
 
Costs:  There is no charge for funerals in the church.  There is a charge of $150 for the 
organist and $150 for the cantor. 
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Planning Sheet for the Funeral Liturgy 
 

 

Full Name of Deceased: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Birth: ____________________________ Date of death: ____________________________ 
 
Next of Kin  
Name: __________________________________   Email: ___________________________________   
 
Phone:________________    Address: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Funeral Home: ___________________________  Name of Contact: ___________________________ 

 

 

Liturgy Selections 
 

Vigil/Rosary:   □ Yes   □ No     Details: ___________________________________________________ 

Date of Funeral: _______________________________   Time: _______________________________ 
 
Remains Present for Mass:    □ Yes   □ No 
 
Burial:    □ Yes   □ No   Where: ____________________________ When: _________________ 
 
Liturgy Selections: 
 

Opening/Entrance Hymn: __________________________________________ Number: _______ 

 

1st Reading: _________________________________________ Lector: _____________________ 
 

Responsorial Psalm: __________________________________Lector: ______________________ 
 

2nd Reading: _________________________________________Lector: ______________________ 
 

Gospel: _____________________________________________  
 

Intercessions: ________________________________________ Lector: ______________________ 
 

Offertory Hymn: ___________________________________________________ Number: _______ 
 

Gift Bearers: ______________________________________________________________________ 
  

Communion Hymn(s): _____________________________________________ Number: _______ 
 

Closing Hymn: ___________________________________________________  Number: ________ 
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CHRISTIAN FUNERAL RITES & CREMATION 
 

Guidelines of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 
 

Excerpts from the Archdiocesan Pastoral Manual 
Policies for the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

 

CHRISTIAN FUNERAL RITES 
 

By means of the funeral rites, it is has been the practice of the Church, as a tender mother, not simply 
to commend the dead to God, but also to raise high the hope of its children and to give witness to its 
own faith in the future resurrection of the baptized with Christ. 
 

In the face of death, the Church confidently proclaims that God has created each person for eternal 
life and that Jesus, the Son of God, by his death and resurrection, has broken the chains of sin and 
death that bound humanity (OCF, 1). 
 

Christians celebrate the funeral rites to offer worship, praise and thanksgiving to God for the gift of 
life which has now been returned to God, the author of life and the hope of the just (OCF, 5). 
 

The celebration of the Christian funeral brings hope and consolation to the living. While proclaiming 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and witnessing to Christian hope in the resurrection, the funeral rites also 
recall to all who take part in them God's mercy and judgment and meet the human need to turn 
always to God in times of crisis (OCF, 7) 

I. All baptized Catholics have the right to an ecclesiastical burial celebrated according to 
Church law (C 1176.1). 

A. Catechumens are buried as Christian faithful (OCF 18; C.1183.1). 
B. Children whose Baptism was intended by their parents, but who died before being baptized, 
are also to receive Christian burial. (C 1183.2; PP; DP; OCF 18) 

II. Every Christian is free to choose his/her place of burial or repository for ashes (C 1180). 
A. The appropriate blessing from the Order of Christian Funerals should be prayed over the 
place of committal if it has not been already blessed (OCF 207, 218, 405). 
B. A prayer of praise and thanksgiving is recited over the place of committal if it has already 
been blessed (OCF 207, 218, 226, 405). 

III. Christian Symbols should be used appropriately at the rites of Christian funerals. 
These may include an Easter candle, holy water, incense, fresh flowers, the book of the Gospels 
and/or a cross on the coffin. If a pall is used at funerals in which the coffin has been draped 
with a flag, the flag should be removed before the pall is placed. Only Christian symbols may 
rest on or be placed near the coffin during the funeral liturgy. (OCF 35-38) 
 

LITURGY 
 

The Liturgy for the rites of Christian funerals may take place at several different stations, i.e., the 
home, the funeral home, the church, the cemetery and/or a chapel. Appropriate rites are provided for 
each.  (OCF 40-49; C.1176.2) 

I. In funerals at funeral homes or cemetery chapels, the Mass is not to be celebrated. The Funeral 
Liturgy Outside of Mass may certainly be celebrated in a funeral home or at a cemetery 
(C.1176.2) and the funeral should be recorded in the parish’s death or burial register (C.1182). 

II. If the Mass is not celebrated in connection with the funeral rites, it is to be offered, without the 
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body present, either before or after the funeral rites, within a reasonable time (OCF 46). 
III. The celebration of the funeral Mass is forbidden on solemnities of obligation, on Holy Thursday 

 and the Easter Triduum, and on the Sundays of Advent, Lent, and the Easter Season (OCF 178). 
IV. The family of the deceased should be invited to assist in planning the funeral rites and, if possible,  

should exercise some of the liturgical ministries within the liturgy (OCF 15-17). 
V. Music is integral to the funeral rites and should be chosen with care. Music should be provided for  

the vigil and funeral liturgy and, whenever possible, for the funeral processions and the rite of  
committal. (OCF 30-33) 

CREMATION3 
 

I. Catholic teaching stresses the preference for burial or entombment of the body of the deceased.  
          Likewise, the Church clearly prefers that the body of the deceased be present for its funeral rites. 
          (C.1176.3; OCF 19, 413-418) 
II. Those who have chosen cremation may receive a Christian Funeral Rite, unless their choice for   
         cremation reflects a denial of the resurrection of the body or is dictated by anti-Christian motives  
         (OCF 19, 426; C 1176.3). 
III. Because the Church prefers the presence of the body for funeral liturgies, it is recommended that   
            cremation take place following the funeral liturgy. (OCF 413; 418) 
IV. When circumstances prevent the presence of the body at the funeral liturgy, it is appropriate that   
          the cremated remains be present for the full course of the funeral liturgy (Vigil for the Deceased, 
          Funeral Liturgy, Rite of Committal). In the Funeral Liturgy with the cremated remains present, 
          the sprinkling with holy water occurs but the placing of  the pall is omitted (OCF 433-434).  
V. The cremated remains should be treated with the same respect given to the corporeal remains of 
         the body. The cremated remains should be entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium; they may 
         also be buried in a common grave in a cemetery. The practices of scattering the remains or  
         keeping them in a home are not the reverent disposition that the Church requires. (OCF 417) 
 

FUNERAL HOMILIES AND EULOGIES 
 

The rite allows for words of remembrance of the deceased at the vigil and the funeral liturgy, but that 
should never take the place of the importance of the homily, to proclaim the mystery of the dying and 
rising of Christ. The funeral homily should be focused on the scripture readings and express the 
Church's teaching on eternal life. (OCF 27; cf. OCF 6-7; C.1176.2) 
Within the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, if personal remembrances are to be given, only one 
person, but certainly not more than two persons, should speak but only for two to three minutes. 
(Presbyteral Council Minutes 10/00) 

They are to occur only at the following times: 
I. At the end of Vigil services: after the closing prayer and before the concluding rite (OCF 80; 
96) and/or 
II. At the end of the Funeral Mass: following the Prayer for Communion and prior to the final 
commendation (OCF, 170). 
III. In a Funeral Liturgy Outside of Mass: after the Our Father and prior to the final 
commendation (OCF, 197). 

 
Questions: Contact the Office of Worship, 713-741-8760, worship1@archgh.org, www.archgh.org/worship  

 

 

mailto:worship1@archgh.org
http://www.archgh.org/worship
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SCRIPTURAL READINGS 

Whether the liturgy is a Funeral or Memorial Mass, there are four readings similar to the 
Sunday liturgy – a first reading from the Old Testament, a Responsorial Psalm, a second 
reading from the New Testament, from Acts or the Letters or from Revelation, and a 
Gospel.  For funerals during the Easter Season, the first reading is taken from Acts or 
Revelation.  The selections which follow are those most commonly read.  Please choose 
one selection for each reading. 

 

FIRST READING (Outside of Easter Season) 

 A reading from the Book of Wisdom          3:1- 9 (or short form 3:1-6, 9) 

The souls of the just are in the hand of God 
     and no torment shall touch them. 
They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead; 
     and their passing away was thought an affliction 
     and their going forth from us, utter destruction. 
     But they are in peace. 
For if in the eyes of men, indeed they be punished, 
     yet is their hope full of immortality; 
Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, 
     because God tried them, 
     and found them worthy of himself. 
As gold in the furnace, he proved them, 
     and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. 
 [In the time of their visitation they shall shine, 
     and shall dart about as sparks through stubble; 
They shall judge nations and rule over peoples, 
     and the LORD shall be their King forever.] 
Those who trust in him shall understand truth, 
     and the faithful shall abide with him in love: 
Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, 
     and his care is with his elect. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
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A reading from the Book of Wisdom          4:7-15 

The just, though they die early, shall be at rest. 
For the age that is honorable comes not 
     with the passing of time, 
     nor can it be measured in terms of years. 
Rather, understanding is the hoary crown, 
     and an unsullied life, the attainment of old age. 
Those who pleased God were loved; 
     they who lived among sinners were transported– 
Snatched away, lest wickedness pervert their mind 
     or deceit beguile their soul; 
For the witchery of paltry things obscures what is right 
     and the whirl of desire transforms the innocent mind. 
Having become perfect in a short while, 
     they reached the fullness of a long career; 
     for their souls were pleasing to the Lord, 
     therefore he sped them out of the midst of wickedness. 
But the people saw and did not understand, 
     nor did they take this into account. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

_____ 

 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah      25:6a, 7-9 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts 
     will provide for all peoples. 
On this mountain he will destroy 
     the veil that veils all peoples, 
The web that is woven over all nations; 
     he will destroy death forever. 
The Lord God will wipe away 
     the tears from all faces; 
The reproach of his people he will remove 
     from the whole earth; for the Lord has spoken. 
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     On that day it will be said: 
“Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us! 
     This is the Lord for whom we looked; 
     let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!” 

The word of the Lord. 

_____ 

 

 A reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes           3:1-11 (or short form 3:1- 9) 

There is an appointed time for everything, 
          and a time for everything under the heavens. 
A time to be born, and a time to die; 
          a time to plant, and a time to uproot the plant. 
A time to kill, and a time to heal; 
          a time to tear down, and a time to build. 
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
          a time to mourn, and a time to dance. 
A time to scatter stones, and a time to gather them; 
          a time to embrace, and a time to be far from embraces. 
A time to seek, and a time to lose; 
          a time to keep, and a time to cast away. 
A time to rend, and a time to sew; 
          a time to be silent, and a time to speak. 
A time to love, and a time to hate; 
          a time of war, and a time of peace.    
[What advantage has the worker from his toil?   
I have considered the task which God has appointed  

for men to be busied about.   
He has made everything appropriate to its time,  
and has put the timeless into their hearts, 
 without men’s ever discovering,  
from beginning to end,  
the work which God has done.] 
 

The word of the Lord. 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALMS 

Please choose one 

Psalm 23 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 
The LORD is my shepherd; 
     there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
     where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me; 
     he revives my soul.  R. 
 
He guides me along the right path, 
     for the sake of his name. 
Though I should walk in the valley of the shadow of death, 
     no evil would I fear, for you are with me. 
     Your crook and your staff will give me comfort.  R. 
 
You have prepared a table before me 
     in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
     my cup is overflowing.  R. 
 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
     all the days of my life. 
In the LORD’S own house shall I dwell 
     for length of days unending.  R. 
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Psalm 25 

R. To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

Remember your compassion, O LORD, 
     and your merciful love, 
     for they are from of old. 
In your merciful love remember me, 
     because of your goodness, O LORD.  R. 
 
Relieve the anguish of my heart, 
     and set me free from my distress. 
See my lowliness and suffering, 
     and take away all my sins.  R. 
 
Preserve my life and rescue me. 
     Let me not be put to shame, 
     for in you I trust. 
May integrity and virtue protect me, 
     for I have hoped in you, O LORD.  R. 
 

_____ 

Psalm 27 

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
     whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 
     whom should I dread?  R. 
 
There is one thing I ask of the LORD, 
     only this do I seek: 
to live in the house of the LORD 
     all the days of my life, 
to gaze on the beauty of the LORD, 
     to inquire at his temple.  R. 
 
O LORD, hear my voice when I call; 
     have mercy and answer me. 
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It is your face, O LORD, that I seek; 
     hide not your face from me.  R. 
 
I believe I shall see the LORD’S goodness 
     in the land of the living. 
Wait for the LORD; be strong; 
     be stouthearted and wait for the LORD!  R. 
 
 

______ 

 
 
Psalm 42 

R.  My soul is thirsting for the living God: when shall I see him face to face? 

As the hind longs for the running waters, 
     so my soul longs for you, O God.  R. 
 
Athirst is my soul for God, the living God. 
     When shall I go and behold the face of God?  R. 
 
I went with the throng and led them in procession 
     to the house of God. 
Amid loud cries of joy and thanksgiving, 
     with the multitude keeping festival.  R. 
 
Send forth your light and your fidelity; 
     they shall lead me on 
And bring me to your holy mountain, 
     to your dwelling-place.  R. 
 
Then will I go in to the altar of God, 
     the God of my gladness and joy; 
Then will I give you thanks upon the harp, 
     O God, my God!  R. 
 
Why are you downcast, O my soul? 
      Why do you sigh within me? 
Hope in God! For I shall again be thanking him, 
     in the presence of my savior and my God.  R. 
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Psalm 63 

R.  My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.  

O God, you are my God; at dawn I seek you;  
     for you my soul is thirsting.  
For you my flesh is pining,  
     like a dry, weary land without water.   R. 
 
I have come before you in the sanctuary,  
     to behold your strength and your glory.  
Your loving mercy is better than life;  
     my lips will speak your praise.   R. 
 
I will bless you all my life;  
     in your name I will lift up my hands.  
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet;  
     with joyful lips, my mouth shall praise you.   R. 
 
When I remember you upon my bed,  
     I muse on you through the watches of the night.  
For you have been my strength;  
     in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.  R.  

 

_____ 

Psalm 103 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in compassion. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
     and all within me, his holy name. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
     and never forget all his benefits.  R. 
 
It is the Lord who forgives all your sins, 
     who heals every one of your ills, 
who redeems your life from the grave, 
     who crowns you with mercy and compassion.  R. 
 
He will not always find fault; 
     nor persist in his anger forever.   
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He does not treat us according to our sins, 
     nor repay us according to our faults.  R. 
 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
     so strong his mercy for those who fear him. 
As far as the east is from the west, 
     so far from us does he remove our transgressions.  R. 
 

_____ 

 

Psalm 116 

R.  I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 
Gracious is the LORD and just; 
      yes, our God is merciful.  R. 
 
The LORD keeps the little ones; 
     I was brought low, and he saved me.  R. 
 
I believed, even when I said, 
     "I am greatly afflicted"; 
I said in my alarm, 
     "No man is dependable."  R. 
 
Precious in the eyes of the LORD 
     is the death of his faithful ones. 
O LORD, I am your servant, 
     you have loosed my bonds.  R. 
       

______ 
 
Psalm 122 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

I rejoiced when they said to me, 
     “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
And now our feet are standing 
     within your gates, O Jerusalem.  R. 
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Jerusalem is built as a city 
     bonded as one together. 
It is there that the tribes go up, 
     the tribes of the LORD.  R. 
 
For Israel’s witness it is 
     to praise the name of the LORD. 
There were set the thrones for judgment, 
     the thrones of the house of David.  R. 

 
______ 

 
 

Psalm 130 

R. With the Lord there is mercy, and fullness of redemption. 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 
     Lord, hear my voice! 
O let your ears be attentive 
     to the sound of my pleadings.  R. 
 
If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 
     Lord, who could stand? 
But with you is found forgiveness, 
     that you may be revered.  R. 
 
I long for you, O LORD, 
     my soul longs for his word. 
My soul hopes in the Lord 
     more than watchmen for daybreak.   
Let Israel hope for the LORD.  R. 
 
For with the LORD there is mercy, 
     in him is plentiful redemption. 
It is he who will redeem Israel 
     from all its iniquities.  R. 
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Psalm 143 

R.  O Lord, hear my prayer. 
 
O LORD, hear my prayer; 
      hearken to my pleading in your faithfulness; 
     in your justice answer me. 
And enter not into judgment with your servant, 
     for before you no living man is just.  R. 
 
I remember the days of old; 
     I meditate on all your doings; 
     the works of your hands I ponder. 
I stretch out my hands to you; 
     my soul thirsts for you like parched land.  R. 
 
Hasten to answer me, O LORD; 
     for my spirit fails me. 
At dawn let me hear of your mercy, 
     for in you I trust.  R. 
 
Teach me to do your will, 
     for you are my God. 
May your good spirit guide me 
     on level ground. R. 
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SECOND READING 
 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans  5:5-11 

Brothers and sisters: 
Hope does not disappoint, 
     because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts 
     through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  
For Christ, while we were still helpless, 
     died at the appointed time for the ungodly. 
Indeed, only with difficulty does one die for a just person, 
     though perhaps for a good person 
     one might even find courage to die. 
But God proves his love for us 
     in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us. 
How much more then, since we are now justified by his Blood, 
     will we be saved through him from the wrath. 
Indeed, if, while we were enemies, 
     we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, 
     how much more, once reconciled, 
     will we be saved by his life. 
Not only that, 
     but we also boast of God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
     through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 
The word of the Lord.    

     _____ 

 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans       8:14-23 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
Those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
     but you received a spirit of adoption, 
     through which we cry, Abba, “Father!” 
The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit 
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     that we are children of God, 
     and if children, then heirs, 
     heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, 
     if only we suffer with him 
     so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing 
     compared with the glory to be revealed for us.  
For creation awaits with eager expectation 
     the revelation of the children of God; 
     for creation was made subject to futility, 
     not of its own accord but because of the one who subjected it, 
     in hope that creation itself 
     would be set free from slavery to corruption 
     and share in the glorious freedom of the children of God.  
We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now; 
     and not only that, but we ourselves, 
     who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
     we also groan within ourselves 
     as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies 
  
The word of the Lord. 

_____ 

 

A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans   8:31b-35, 37-39 

 
Brothers and sisters: 
If God is for us, who can be against us? 
He did not spare his own Son  
     but handed him over for us all, 
     will he not also give us everything else along with him? 
Who will bring a charge against God’s chosen ones? 
It is God who acquits us. 
Who will condemn? 
It is Christ Jesus who died, rather, was raised, 
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     who also is at the right hand of God, 
     who indeed intercedes for us. 
What will separate us from the love of Christ? 
Will anguish, or distress or persecution, or famine, 
     or nakedness, or peril, or the sword? 
No, in all these things, we conquer overwhelmingly 
     through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 
     nor angels, nor principalities, 
     nor present things, nor future things, 
     nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
     nor any other creature will be able to separate us 
     from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

_____ 

 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians  15:20-28  
 

Brothers and sisters: 
Christ has been raised from the dead, 
     the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since death came through a man, 
     the resurrection of the dead came also through man. 
For just as in Adam all die, 
     so too in Christ shall all be brought to life, 
     but each one in proper order: 
     Christ the first fruits; 
     then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ; 
     then comes the end, 
     when he hands over the Kingdom to his God and Father. 
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
The last enemy to be destroyed is death, 
     for "he subjected everything under his feet." 
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But when it says that everything has been subjected, 
     it is clear that it excludes the one who subjected everything to him. 
When everything is subjected to him, 
     then the Son himself will also be subjected 
     to the one who subjected everything to him, 
     so that God may be all in all. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 

______ 

 

A reading from the Second Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 4:14--5:1 

 
Brothers and sisters: 
Knowing that the One who raised the Lord Jesus 
     will raise us also with Jesus 
     and place us with you in his presence. 
Everything indeed is for you, 
     so that the grace bestowed in abundance on more and more people 
     may cause the thanksgiving to overflow for the glory of God. 
Therefore, we are not discouraged; 
     rather, although our outer self is wasting away, 
     our inner self is being renewed day by day. 
For this momentary light affliction 
     is producing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 
     as we look not to what is seen but to what is unseen; 
     for what is seen is transitory, but what is unseen is eternal. 
For we know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, 
     should be destroyed, 
     we have a building from God, 
     a dwelling not made with hands, eternal in heaven. 

 
The word of the Lord.   
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A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians  3:20-21 

Brothers and sisters: 
Our citizenship is in heaven, 
     and from it we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He will change our lowly body 
     to conform with his glorified Body 
     by the power that enables him also 
     to bring all things into subjection to himself. 

The word of the Lord. 
 

______ 

 

A reading from the First Letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians 4:13-18 

We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, 
     about those who have fallen asleep, 
     so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope.  
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, 
     so too will God, through Jesus, 
     bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 
Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord, 
     that we who are alive, 
     who are left until the coming of the Lord, 
     will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
For the Lord himself, with a word of command,  
     with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God, 
     will come down from heaven,  
     and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
Then we who are alive, who are left, 
     will be caught up together with them in the clouds 
     to meet the Lord in the air.  
Thus we shall always be with the Lord.  
Therefore, console one another with these words. 

The word of the Lord.   
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A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to Timothy  4: 6-8 

Beloved: 
I am already being poured out like a libation, 
     and the time of my departure is at hand. 
I have competed well; I have finished the race; 
     I have kept the faith. 
From now on the crown of righteousness awaits me, 
     which the Lord, the just judge, 
will award to me on that day, and not only to me, 
     but to all who have longed for his appearance. 

The word of the Lord.   
______ 

 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John         3:1-2 

Beloved: 
See what love the Father has bestowed on us 
     that we may be called the children of God. 
Yet so we are. 
The reason the world does not know us 
     is that it did not know him. 
Beloved, we are God’s children now; 
     what we shall be has not yet been revealed. 
We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, 
     for we shall see him as he is. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
 
 

______ 

 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John  3:14-16 
 
Beloved: 
We know that we have passed from death to life 
     because we love our brothers. 
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Whoever does not love remains in death. 
Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, 
     and you know that no murderer has eternal life remaining in him. 
The way we came to know love 
     was that he laid down his life for us; 
     so we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 

 
The following may also be used as First Readings  

during the Easter Season. 

 
A reading from the Book of Revelation                14:13 

I, John, heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: 
     Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” 
“Yes,” said the Spirit, 
     “let them find rest from their labors, 
     for their works accompany them.”    

The word of the Lord.     
_____ 

 
A reading from the Book of Revelation   20:11—21:1 

I, John, saw a large white throne and the one who was sitting on it. 
The earth and the sky fled from his presence 
     and there was no place for them. 
I saw the dead, the great and the lowly, standing before the throne, 
     and scrolls were opened. 
Then another scroll was opened, the book of life. 
The dead were judged according to their deeds, 
     by what was written in the scrolls. 
The sea gave up its dead; 
     then Death and Hades gave up their dead. 
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All the dead were judged according to their deeds. 
Then Death and Hades were thrown into the pool of fire. 
(This pool of fire is the second death.) 
Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life 
     was thrown into the pool of fire. 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. 
The former heaven and the former earth had passed away, 
     and the sea was no more. 

The word of the Lord. 

 

A reading from the Book of Revelation          21:1-5a, 6b-7 

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth. 
The former heaven and the former earth had passed away, 
     and the sea was no more. 
I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, 
     coming down out of heaven from God, 
     prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
     “Behold, God’s dwelling is with the human race. 
He will dwell with them and they will be his people 
     and God himself will always be with them as their God. 
He will wipe every tear from their eyes, 
     and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, 
     for the old order has passed away.” 
The One who sat on the throne said, 
     “Behold, I make all things new.” 
I am the Alpha and the Omega,  
     the beginning and the end. 
To the thirsty I will give a gift 
     from the spring of life-giving water. 
The victor will inherit these gifts, 
     and I shall be his God, 
     and he will be my son.” 

 
The word of the Lord. 
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GOSPEL READINGS 

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew (Matt 5:1-12) 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he had sat 
down, his disciples came to him.  He began to teach them, saying 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven, 
Blesses are they who mourn, 
 for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, 
 for they will inherit the land. 
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
 for they will be satisfied. 
Blessed are the merciful, 
 for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the clean of heart, 
 for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
 for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, 
 for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter 
Every kind of evil against you falsely because of me, 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

_____ 

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew   11:25-30  

At that time Jesus answered: 
“I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
     for although you have hidden these things 
     from the wise and the learned 
     you have revealed them to the childlike.  
Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will. 
All things have been handed over to me by my Father.  
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No one knows the Son except the Father, 
     and no one knows the Father except the Son 
     and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.”  
“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, 
     and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, 
     for I am meek and humble of heart; 
     and you will find rest for yourselves.  
For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

______ 

 

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew      25:31-46 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, 
     and all the angels with him, 
     he will sit upon his glorious throne, 
     and all the nations will be assembled before him.  
And he will separate them one from another, 
     as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 
Then the king will say to those on his right, 
     ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father.  
Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  
For I was hungry and you gave me food, 
     I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 
     a stranger and you welcomed me, 
     naked and you clothed me, 
     ill and you cared for me, 
     in prison and you visited me.’   
Then the righteous will answer him and say, 
     ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, 
     or thirsty and give you drink?  
When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, 
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     or naked and clothe you?  
When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’  
  And the king will say to them in reply, 
     ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did 
     for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

_____ 

 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke        7:11-17  

Jesus journeyed to a city called Nain, 
     and his disciples and a large crowd accompanied him. 
As he drew near to the gate of the city, 
     a man who had died was being carried out, 
     the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. 
A large crowd from the city was with her. 
   
When the Lord saw her, 
     he was moved with pity for her and said to her, 
     “Do not weep.” 
He stepped forward and touched the coffin; 
     at this the bearers halted, 
     and he said, “Young man, I tell you, arise!”  
The dead man sat up and began to speak, 
     and Jesus gave him to his mother. 
   
Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, exclaiming, 
     “A great prophet has arisen in our midst,” 
     and “God has visited his people.” 
This report about him spread through the whole of Judea 
     and in all the surrounding region.  

 
The Gospel of the Lord.     

______ 
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+A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke   12:35-40 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
"Gird your loins and light your lamps 
     and be like servants who await their master's return from a wedding, 
     ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks. 
Blessed are those servants 
     whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival. 
Amen, I say to you, he will gird himself, 
     have them recline at table, and proceed to wait on them. 
And should he come in the second or third watch 
     and find them prepared in this way, 
     blessed are those servants. 
Be sure of this: 
     if the master of the house had known the hour 
     when the thief was coming, 
     he would not have let his house be broken into. 
You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, 
     the Son of Man will come." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
       
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John     6:37-40  

 
Jesus said to the crowds: 
“Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, 
     and I will not reject anyone who comes to me, 
     because I came down from heaven not to do my own will 
     but the will of the one who sent me. 
And this is the will of the one who sent me, 
     that I should not lose anything of what he gave me, 
     but that I should raise it on the last day. 
For this is the will of my Father, 
     that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him 
     may have eternal life, 
     and I shall raise him on the last day.”  

 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
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+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John        6:51-58  

Jesus said to the crowds: 
“I am the living bread that came down from heaven; 
     whoever eats this bread will live forever; 
     and the bread that I will give is my Flesh 
     for the life of the world.”  
The Jews quarreled among themselves, saying, 
     “How can this man give us his Flesh to eat?” 
Jesus said to them, 
     “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
     unless you eat the Flesh of the Son of Man and drink his Blood, 
     you do not have life within you. 
Whoever eats my Flesh and drinks my Blood 
     has eternal life, 
     and I will raise him on the last day. 
For my Flesh is true food, 
     and my Blood is true drink. 
Whoever eats my Flesh and drinks my Blood 
     remains in me and I in him. 
  Just as the living Father sent me 
     and I have life because of the Father, 
     so also the one who feeds on me 
     will have life because of me. 
This is the bread that came down from heaven. 
Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died, 
     whoever eats this bread will live forever.”  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

_____ 

 

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John   11:17-27  

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus                                                                                                    
had already been in the tomb for four days.  
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Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, only about two miles away.                                                 
And many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary                                                                                     
to comfort them about their brother.  

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,                                                                                                     
she went to meet him; but Mary sat at home. 
Martha said to Jesus, 
     “Lord, if you had been here, 
     my brother would not have died. 
But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, 
     God will give you.” 
Jesus said to her, 
     “Your brother will rise.” 
Martha said to him, 
     “I know he will rise, 
     in the resurrection on the last day.” 
  Jesus told her, 
     “I am the resurrection and the life; 
     whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, 
     and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?” 
She said to him, “Yes, Lord. 
I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
     the one who is coming into the world.”  
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

_____ 
 

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John      12:23-26  
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
Amen, amen, I say to you, 
     unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, 
     it remains just a grain of wheat; 
     but if it dies, it produces much fruit. 
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Whoever loves his life will lose it, 
     and whoever hates his life in this world 
     will preserve it for eternal life. 
Whoever serves me must follow me, 
     and where I am, there also will my servant be. 
The Father will honor whoever serves me.”  
"I am troubled now. Yet what should I say? 
'Father, save me from this hour'? 
But it was for this purpose that I came to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name." 
Then a voice came from heaven, 
     "I have glorified it and will glorify it again." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

_____ 
 

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John        14:1-6  

Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  
You have faith in God; have faith also in me.  
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. 
If there were not, 
     would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
     I will come back again and take you to myself, 
     so that where I am you also may be. 
Where I am going you know the way.”  
Thomas said to him,  
     “Master, we do not know where you are going; 
     how can we know the way?”  
Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through me.”  

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
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+A reading from the holy Gospel according to John  17:24-26 
 
Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: 
"Father, those whom you gave me are your gift to me. 
I wish that where I am they also may be with me, 
     that they may see my glory that you gave me, 
     because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
Righteous Father, the world also does not know you, 
     but I know you, and they know that you sent me. 
I made known to them your name and I will make it known, 
     that the love with which you loved me 
     may be in them and I in them." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

Option A 
Opening Prayer by the priest 
 

Reader: Our response is “Lord, Hear our prayer.” 
 

For ______, who in Baptism was given the pledge of eternal life, that he/she now be 
admitted to the company of the saints. We pray to the Lord.  
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 

We pray for _____’s family, that the Lord will fill the grief and emptiness in their hearts 
with the love, peace and prayerful support of their many friends. We pray to the 
Lord. 
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 

For all those people who ministered to and took care of ________, that they will be 
blessed in abundance with God’s love.   We pray to the Lord.  
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 

For each of you with whom _____ so generously shared his/her many gifts, may you 
all grow in the ability to share your gifts with others.   We pray to the Lord.  
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 

For each of who loved and were loved by _________________, that we may find comfort 
in our belief in the Lord’s promise of eternal life.  We pray to the Lord. 
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 

For each of us here today, may the memories of ________ live forever in our hearts and 
minds.   We pray to the Lord. LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 

For a moment, let us be with our own memories of _______________. We pray to the 
Lord.  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 

Closing Prayer by the priest 
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Option B 
 

Opening Prayer by the priest 
 
Reader: Our response is “Lord, Hear our prayer.” 
 
For ______, who in Baptism was given the pledge of eternal life, that he/she now be 
admitted to the company of the saints. We pray to the Lord.  
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 
We pray for _____’s family, that the Lord will fill the grief and emptiness in their hearts 
with the love, peace and prayerful support of their many friends. We pray to the 
Lord. 
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER 
 
For each of you with whom _____ so generously shared his/her many gifts, may you 
all grow in the ability to share your gifts with others.   We pray to the Lord.  
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 

For each of who loved and were loved by _________________, that we may find comfort 
in our belief in the Lord’s promise of eternal life.  We pray to the Lord. 
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 

For each of us here today, may the memories of ________ live forever in our hearts and 
minds.   We pray to the Lord. LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 

For a moment, let us be with our own memories of _______________. We pray to the 
Lord.  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 
 
Closing Prayer by the priest 
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Option C 

 

Opening Prayer by the priest 
 
Reader: Our response is “Lord, Hear our prayer.” 
 
For ______, who in Baptism was given the pledge of eternal life, that he/she now be 
admitted to the company of the saints. We pray to the Lord.  
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 
Our (brother/sister) ___________________ was nourished at the table of the Lord. 
Welcome (him/her) into the halls of the heavenly banquet. We pray to the Lord.  
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 
For the family and friends of ____________________, that they may seek comfort and 
consolation. Heal their pain and dispel the darkness and the doubt that comes from 
grief.  We pray to the Lord. 
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 
For each of who loved and were loved by _________________, that we may find comfort 
in our belief in the Lord’s promise of eternal life.  We pray to the Lord. 
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 
Those who trusted in the Lord now sleep in the Lord. Give refreshment, rest and 
peace to all whose faith is known to you alone. We pray to the Lord.  
LORD. HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 
For a moment let us now be with our own memories of ________________, (pause)  
We pray to the Lord.  
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
 
Closing Prayer by the priest 
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HYMNS 

From the selections noted, you should: 

 Select an entrance/opening hymn 
 Select an offertory hymn 
 Select one or two communion hymns (depending on how many 

people you anticipate may receive communion)  
 Select a closing or recessional hymn 

 

Opening Hymns:  
Hosea “Come Back to Me”  484 
Be Not Afraid    683 
How Great Thou Art   578 
On Eagle’s Wings    691 
You Are Near    695 
The Strife Is O’er    525 
I Am the Bread of Life   945 
Amazing Grace    645 
 

Offertory Hymns: 
On Eagle’s Wings    691 
Eye Has Not Seen    728 
You Are Near    695  
You Are Mine    721 
Servant Song    751 
 

Communion Hymns: 
I Am the Bread of Life   945 
Without Seeing You   922 
Make Me A Channel of Your Peace 828 
On Eagle’s Wings    691 
 
Closing Hymns: 
Sing With All the Saints in Glory 539 
(Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee melody) 
Jerusalem My Destiny   492 
Jerusalem My Happy Home  870 
We Walk By Faith    680 
On Eagle’s Wings    691 
For All the Saints    884 
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Commonly asked for vocal solos: 
 
Ave Maria – by Schubert or Gounod (or several others) is most ideal as a 2nd 
communion or communion meditation, or also acceptable at other times in the Mass. 
 
Panis Angelicus – by Franck (a communion text) 
 
Pie Jesu – from the Requiem Mass by Faure “Blessed Jesus, grant them rest, eternal 
rest” 
 
 
Hymns in Gather hymnal that may be found in use by various Protestant   
denominations: 
 
Amazing Grace    645 
How Great Thou Art   578 
O God Our Help in Ages Past  688 
For All the Saints    884 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand  955 
Day Is Done     758 
…others may also be acceptable. 
 
Hymnal, and other, selections useable as solo or choral background music: 
Jesus Remember Me   510 
Hymnal selections found at numbers  972 through 981 
Ave Verum Corpus – by Mozart 
Song of Farewell – by Ernest Sands 
May the Choirs of Angels – by Bob Dufford 

 
Costs:  There is no charge for funerals in the church.  There is a charge of $150 for the 
organist and $150 for the cantor, if used. 
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