
 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

Perhaps you have all felt like Jonah at times. Do you ever perceive the grace of God speaking to you and feel very reluctant 

to follow the promptings of the Spirit? Maybe we are afraid, doubtful, reluctant, or we are just in a bad mood and do not want to 

listen to God. 

None of those is sinful unless we decide to give in to the fears or reluctance. We are human beings, and we have human 

emotions. We do not always clearly know the will of God and the circumstances in which we live can make that discerning more 

difficult. 

Most of us have not received a call so clear as we heard in the Gospel. Perhaps the call came at a time when we were young 

and did not understand how God speaks to us. Perhaps the call came in the midst of great family difficulties or sorrow and your 

wounded heart was not ready to listen.  

God calls over and over again to you, to me, to all of us to live a life of great holiness and charity. Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

wrote, I experienced the call within a call to work for the poor. She was teaching in a school, a fine and holy ministry but the Lord 

called her to something else. He did not call her away from her vows but to use those vows in a different way and she started her 

own religious order.  

He will not call a husband or a wife away from the marriage vows for that does not         

happen but how a husband and wife help each other, with the grace of God, to reach 

salvation may change. They may have a family with young children that calls for one set 

of activities, and as most parents know, after a while and the children have grown and 

now something else might take their talents in other directions.  

You did not stop being a husband or a wife, or a parent, a mom, or a dad, but how you 

live that out will vary in times of  life and personal circumstances. Many times, there are 

people who work very hard in one industry or another and accumulate a sizable nest egg 

that might free them up to dedicate many hours in service to the poor and the needy. 

It is not an easy thing when God calls in these ways and we need to build up a strong faith life if we are going to open our 

hearts, minds, and souls to those calls within a call from God. Not everyone is called to work in the church, some will work in 

youth programs Girl Scouts boy Scouts, youth sports. Some may dedicate themselves to working within soup kitchens hoping to 

feed the poor, volunteer at a hospital, work with St. Vincent de Paul Society, Charity Guild, etc.  

But whatever it may be, God continues to call us our whole life long and he never stops. God will never let go of us, leave us 

alone, ignore us. No, he is calling you, me, all of us to a greater faithfulness, a greater dependency and greater discipleship.  

He has chosen to work not outside each of us, but he has chosen to need us to help him. Could he have done this another 

way, yes! But God decided you and I, all of us, are too important and too significant to simply stand and cheer from the sidelines. 

He wants each of us on the team so to speak. 

 Come — let us follow. 

 Pace - bene 
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