
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
The vast majority of those reading this are baptized Catholics who are striving to live the Gospel. Most of us 

were baptized when we were a few weeks old. I doubt your baptism looked like Domenico Ghirlandaio’s, 
but it does remind us that our baptism brings us to an intimate closeness with the Holy Trinity. 

 
We are baptized, In the name of the Father  
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. We are 
baptized into the body of the Church with our 
sins (Original and personal) into a community 
of believers chosen by God the Father where 
we live and spread the Good News of  
revelation. 
   People who spoke for us and promised they 
would raise us to be disciples of the Savior. 
Our parents and Godparents (Sponsors) are 
charged with the solemn duty of guiding us 
into a life of service and love for others in  
Imitation of the Lord Jesus, no small task. 
 

Most of us do not remember the event, when God implanted in us the theological virtues of Faith, Hope and 
Love [Charity]. These virtues are in seminal form at that moment but with God’s grace and love grow  
over the years in ways we may not recognize. Most of us know what is and is not true virtue. We have a 
sense about right and wrong and I believe want to live a life of goodness. When we commit sin [especially  
sexual sin] we experience an embarrassment the feelings of shame, guilt, even self-loathing. 

God allows these feelings as a way of whispering to our heart and soul that these sins are not that for which 
your body and soul were created. You are made for love and purity. We know, deep inside, that God is  
calling us to live a virtue filled life. By the grace of Baptism "in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit", we are called to share in the life of the Blessed Trinity, here on earth in the obscurity of 
faith, and after death in eternal light (CCC, 265). 

Everyone is made in the image and likeness of God, a communion of persons, who leads you and me to live  
the deep truth that our lives are not just for the individual but others as well. Baptism enhances our ability 
to tap into the deepest of truths established even before time. The embarrassment and shame we experience 
are a whisper from LOVE reminding us that we know the truth even when we try to forget it. LOVE will 
NOT allow us to forget the deep truth. We may fight him, ignore him, become shameless rather than 
ashamed, but we know.  

Baptism brings us into the very holiness of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit that is profound that will 
fill every day with a holy restlessness as we yearn for the tranquility of body, mind, and soul – “You have 
made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in you,” (St. Augustine, Confessions). 
That restlessness is the desire to live the deep knowledge infused in us at our Baptism.  

For us baptism is not just a past event but an entry into a relationship with the Trinity, an encounter with the 
Savior of the universe guided by the Holy Spirit. It is the beginning of faith and desire to be one with 
LOVE for all eternity. In today’s Gospel the Father declares from on high, Y ou are my Son, the Beloved 
with you I am well pleased, (Mk. 1:11).  

Let us strive with all our body, mind, heart and soul to know the deep knowledge and wisdom present even  
before the beginning of time that when our ‘time’ arrives we will hear the words of LOVE telling us he is 
well pleased. Then and only then will we live the rest we desire. 

 Pace – bene, 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 


