
 

 
A Letter from our Pastor ... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

We celebrate this wonderful “birth” of our nation. As Catholics we should be a people who respect the    

country we inhabit and actively participate in civic affairs. We have a moral duty to practice the virtue of         

patriotism, it is love for one’s country and loyalty to it. Connected to the love of country is a love for one’s          

state, city, county etc. 2 

 

Our Catechism teaches, “As far as possible citizens should take an active part in public life. The manner     

of this participation may vary from one country or culture to another. "One must pay tribute to those nations 

whose systems permit the largest possible number of the citizens to take part in public life in a climate of        

genuine freedom." (CCC 1915) 

 

Seeing patriotism in this light reminds us that immoderate national is not patriotism. Every country I know 

of for the entire history of humanity has been immoderate at times. Adam and Eve had one thing not to do and 

they did it anyway and lost the beauty and tranquility of the garden. Every nation has fallen short of the ideal  

because we people fall short of the glory of God.  

 

We must be a people who out of love for their nation, state, city, etc. work to establish the common good    

of her people. It is also important to remember that not everyone has the same definition of what the common 

good is. Every Catholic should be a patriot by loving the country AND working for its true good. Pope Leo XIII 

teaches, The natural law enjoins us to love devotedly and to defend the country in which we had birth and in 

which we were brought up, so that every good citizen hesitates not to face death for his native land, (Sapientiae      

Christianae). 

 

At the same time, we MUST work for change where change is needed. We fought a war to eliminate the  

scar of slavery. At least 618,000 Americans died in the civil war, over 400,000 during WW II defending our 

friends and so forth. We still have a myriad of difficulties that must be addressed. We must not forget our past, 

good and bad, for those who forget the past will be condemned to repeat it.  

 

    This July 4th we should take time to honor our country. Our country’s 

founders who set up a system of governance that has allowed for great 

freedom and if we tinker too much, we run the risk of losing freedom 

and vision. If not careful, we could turn into a Venezuela or worse. 

 

  We can celebrate with pride the advances we have made in civil 

rights. Indeed, we have further to go, but that does not negate what has 

been done. As patriots we must do all in our power to eliminate unjust 

barriers. Perhaps we could start with failing government schools that 

allow the failure of so many schools.  

 

   This country has provided emergency aid for those suffering from 

natural disasters around the world. Billions of dollars have provided 

food, health care, and machines to aid millions of those affected by disasters. I know of no nation that responds 

so generously as ours. Our national government responds to disasters at home over and over again. 
 

Let us celebrate this country with enthusiasm. As citizens of this great nation we can rededicate ourselves   

to building great families, and fair and honest businesses. As Catholics we are bound to defend and spread the 

faith. We need the words of faith in Jesus more then we need the words of Marx or Hitler. We need the words of 

faith more than the words of secular humanism and radical individualism. Those words always speak of division, 

separation and loneness. We are better and we have a better path to freedom and respect for every person.  

 

So happy July 4th. With all our warts and sins — I’d rather live here than any other place, except heaven.  

 

 Pace – bene,  


