
 

 
A Letter from our Pastor ... 

Dear Parishioners, 

Our opening prayer at Mass today prays that since we are children of the light we pray not to be wrapped in 

the darkness of error and stand in the bright light of truth (emphasis added). There are several types of truth — 

scientific, mathematical, historical have certain standards that help to verify the accuracy  of what is proposed. 

We know that the truth of what we say is whether my words correspond to actual reality. If I say it is raining 

you could look out the window and see for yourself. You can establish if my words are true or false. Even though  

I cannot see the wind (no human ever has) I can truthfully say it is blowing by looking at the leaves of trees   

swaying.  

Personal truth (the most tenuous) exists but this truth is not so immutable. As most of you know, a personal 

truth for me is that I don’t like kale. St. Thomas reminds us that one cannot argue tastes. If you like something you 

like it, if not OK. This kind of truth often causes arguments which go nowhere, so why argue about what another 

likes or not. It will be OK. 

 Each person has a duty to search for truth. The, This is my truth and you must accept it!”, is not a valid     

reality. There exists in our modern world a break with reality. When we break from reality, we enter into the world 

of make believe where up is down and down is up.  

It requires that we separate our mind, body and physical reality in order to have “my” truth. We must separate 

our minds from actual facts of science and history. A couple of weeks ago Pope Francis said, “Now more than 

ever the claim to focus everything on ourselves is illusory – to make individualism the guiding principle of society 

has proved to be illusory. … “It is easy to quickly forget that we need others, someone who takes care of us,     

who gives us courage. Forgetting that we all need a Father who holds out his hand. Praying to God the Father, 

invoking him, “is not an illusion,” he stated. “Illusion is to think of doing without it!” 

We are not made for mere individualism. We all have a moral imperative to work for the common good since 

there is a shared human nature. We are not autonomous pieces of material but an organic whole with one common 

origin, a God who began the history of human beings in his own image.  

In Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Polonius gives Laertes some parting advice, Neither a borrower nor a lender be;  

For loan often loses both itself and friend, And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry. This above all: to thine 

own self be true, And it must follow, as the night the day, Thou canst not then be false to any man                      

(Act 1, scene 3, emphasis added). 

      The truth in this situation is not a matter of “my” truth, rather a universal     

objective truth that a human being is (male or female) a person of equal       

dignity and worthy of life. Whatever race, creed, color, nation of birth does  

not make a difference in dignity. To claim, “I may be female on the outside, 

but I’m really male on the inside,” requires that we suspend objective truth  

and accept personal truth. That is a recipe for disaster.  

     As I have written several times, I am not only myself — I am a man, a son, 

brother, uncle, friend, priest, teammate, citizen, etc. I am more than myself  

and my identity is all of that in this one person. I cannot claim I am not the  

son of my mother. I have been, am now and will be forever the son of my 

mother, like it or not.  

     The more we move toward the “my” truth mindset the more we will split      

the human family into smaller and smaller sectors, and we know who loves 

division among the human family. He has nor will he ever act out of love.  

We all know who speaks the truth in love and it is the LORD, we must follow him if we desire to live in 

peace and tranquility. Let us pray a deep spirit of truth in the One who has revealed himself in our lives. 

 Pace – bene, 

 

 


