
 

 
A Letter from our Pastor ... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 Today’s Gospel has some very strong words about life and death. In our second reading St. Paul teaches us 

that sin entered the world and as a result, death also rebounds to you and me. 
 

But why do we die, why can’t we live forever? When Adam and Eve were expelled from the garden life 

changed from idyllic to drudgery. It was not a fun place. Thanks be to God that we don’t live forever here in this 

fallen world. Can you imagine presidential campaigns, FOREVER; paying taxes FOREVER; listening to my 

homilies, FOREVER. Some of these things seem worse than death. Well how about living for a thousand years? I 

guess God could do something like that, but your children would live at home for two hundred years or so. Ohy!  

 

In his mercy God allows death to bring conclusion to life in this part of his kingdom, so we should not fear 

this thing called death. We are not meant only for life here on earth but in the fullness of life in the beatific vision. 

Jesus’ exhortation today reminds us that we are of infinite value to God and he does not desire you or me to end 

up in eternal suffering. 

Our second reading from St. Paul has a great line, The gift is not like the transgression. Adam’s transgression 

brought great sorrow and established a barrier to the  

fullness of heaven. We became separated from God due 

to sin and incapable of getting back to the way the world 

was to be by our own efforts or wisdom. 
 

Adam and Eve were wrapped up in their own little  

world and bought into the satanic lie that we can do 

something to become like God. It is totally useless sin, 

we were (are) made to be like God from the moment of 

conception.  
 

Jesus, on the other hand, was God and with absolutely 

disinterested love, brought us back to that wonderful  

relationship with God our Father first experienced by 

Adam and Eve. We do not always live up to the intimacy that relationship requires, but his merciful heart has  

given us the tools (Confession and Eucharist) to break down the wall our failures erect. 
 

When you and I die, we will stand before the judgment seat of Jesus. That’s a scary moment to contemplate 

— He knows all my sins! I’ve messed up so many times and he knows them all! etc.— indeed he does, BUT, he 

also knows all those times you held the door for someone; washed the clothes; cooked dinner; went to work so 

you could care for your family; visited someone in the hospital; taught your children our faith; brought them to 

Mass and Confession; aided a friend; forgave an enemy; tithed with your finances; and so forth and so forth.  
 

It is very good news that Jesus judges us, not just our sins. Every saint has a past and every sinner has a    

future — can go a long way to lessen our natural fear of death. Our merciful Father wants every one of his   

daughters and sons to have a room in the mansion of God.  
 

That does not mean I can do anything and God will just look the other way. We will be held accountable for 

our thoughts, words and actions, especially those against our loved ones. We may even have to spend time in   

purgatory so the scales of sin can be scrubbed off (it will be painful). But the mercy of God aids us there with  

realization that what I hoped for during life (heaven) will be given. The reward from LOVE is certain at this 

point. 
 

Fear of death is very real and normal but we should never allow it to paralyze our trust in LOVE. You and I 

will face the judgement of the LORD who is LOVE and it will be the most complete and merciful tribunal we  

will ever face. Let us trust in LOVE and come before him convinced in the infinite mercy of God. 
 

You cannot get a judgment better than God who is Love.  
 

 Pace – bene, 
 


