
 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

LOVE gives you and me a deep glance into his goodness. We may not be able to list all the failures of the Hebrews 
as they often abandoned LOVE for the false gods of this world. Their leaders failed them mightily and the people 
were left on their own so to speak. 
 

Today’s reading is taken from the 37th chapter of Ezekiel, but back in the 10th chapter he describes this catastrophic 
event in Israel’s history, “Then the glory of the LORD left the threshold of the temple and took its place upon the 
cherubim. The cherubim lifted their wings and rose up from the earth before my eyes…and the glory of the God of 
Israel was up above them” (cf. 10:18-19). 
 

But today’s reading shows us that God never abandons his people. He consistently offers his love, grace, and always 
kept promises. We hear the promise of resurrection by opening our graves so that we may live in the “promised 
land,” the fullness of heaven.  
 

Even now we are in a part of heaven, the Kingdom of God on earth, the Church, working, battling evil, proclaiming 
the Word of God to others. Right now, it may not seem like a heavenly kingdom, but it is. God is still with us, still 
showering his graces upon us, still speaking to our hearts and minds. He will be giving you the grace of longing for 
him in Communion. 
 

Hopefully you are feeling a bit off kilter these days, I know I am. God allows these times so that we must turn to the 
heart of our Father. Blessed Charles de Foucault writes, “The wretched state of created things cannot blot out the 

profound joy in my soul, that the ‘influx of peace’ born of the 
thought of the infinite, vast, immutable beatitude of the              
Creator. We must give thanks to him for his great glory          
rejoicing that he is God.” 
 

Wouldn’t it be great if we could dial a number and have God 
explain just what is the best way for me to act this day? We 
could ask for the smallest of actions and thoughts. There 
would be no more slip ups, gossip, bad jokes, etc. Alas, it’s 
not going to happen that way.  
 

You and I are invited by God to walk by faith in his love and 
goodness. Notice the prayer of Jesus today, “Father, I thank 
you for hearing me. I know that you always hear me; but be-
cause of the crowd here I have said this, that they may believe 
that you sent me” (Jn. 11:41-42). Our Catechism says, 

Thanksgiving precedes the event: "Father, I thank you for having heard me," which implies that the Father always 
hears his petitions. Jesus immediately adds: "I know that you always hear me," which implies that Jesus, on his part, 
constantly made such petitions. Jesus' prayer, characterized by thanksgiving, reveals to us how to ask: before the 
gift is given, Jesus commits himself to the One who in giving gives himself. The Giver is more precious than the gift; 
he is the "treasure"; in him abides his Son's heart; the gift is given "as well” (CCC 2604). 
 

Let us pray as Jesus prayed — beginning in a spirit of gratitude, thanksgiving for the gifts we have. It is rather easy 
to overlook our blessings when there is confusion, fear and uncertainty. The immediate often obscures the                         
long-term. Ships traversing unknown waters slow down and precede with great care. We too can slow down and  
focus on the strength of our faith, the Ark of Peter (the Church), which blesses with a profound life of prayer and 
sacrifice.  
 

This week, give thanks for your blessings, share your love and in imitation of Jesus, trust in the Father’s love for 
you. 

 Pace – bene,  

 

 

 
A Letter from our Pastor ... 


