
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

     The home is a place and a state — the physical dwelling has an address, bricks and mortar, providing shelter and         
safety, but also an attitude, a comfort, consolation and so much more. It is a place where people are born and die; babies 
are born and raised; cuts are bandaged; tears are shed and wiped away; meals are shared, and faith is nurtured. Great 
things happen in the family. 
 

     St. Paul’s exhortation today offers a great start for families, Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if one has 
a grievance against another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do. And over all these put on love, that is, the 
bond of perfection (Col l. 3:13 313). 
 

     Having grown up in a typical household, families do not always live this description. I did not have perfect parents 
[who does?] nor perfect brothers and sister [although I was the best – ha-ha]. We were not always patience, forgiving, 
pleasant to each other, etc. I suspect that most families have similar experiences. Sin gets in the way and it takes a lifetime 
of working on the vision Paul puts before us today. 
 

     We do have one example, the Holy Family, that provides an example of how to live. 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph lived this vision and more. Granted that they were blessed with 
a perfect Son, a mother blessed from her conception with grace and a husband of deep 
humility, charity, and courage. 
 

     One might think such a combo would sail on smooth seas and plentiful win — no 
such luck. The government tried to kill the child, they had to flee to a foreign country 
and on their return, Joseph had to work hard to scrape out a living. These external        
conditions did not deter them from trusting the LORD. They prayed together, actively 
lived their faith, over came the difficulties to live a virtuous life.  
 

     Something that struck me from St. Paul’s exhortation today was, bearing with one 
another. One technique I have found it is helpful to bear with another is the practice of 
overlooking the small things — I am not referring to serious issues.  
 

     Perhaps one way to enhance the growth of holiness in the family is to add a           
dinnertime custom. I chose the gifts of the Spirit from Galatians 5 — love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, plus the virtues of 
prudence, justice, charity, and modesty/purity. These 14 topics will carry you each 
month with a few “free” days. 
 

     Depending on the age of the child, these topics may require some leading questions and explanations for the children. 
Teens often are reluctant to join in discussions that do not center around issues relating more directly concerning them. 
We have to help them realize all these topics are important to and for them in life.  
 

     The more we practice these, the more our families will live more peacefully with each, their friends, and the wider  
community. (Remember that — Practice makes P __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ !) Holiness in one’s self, family, community 
must be worked on with a disciplined plan to ensure the good habits are permanently engrained in our hearts and souls. 
We must not think that every once in a while, will achieve the victory.  
 

     Jesus, Mary and Joseph lived the virtues every moment of every day, never surrendering to the circumstances faced 
every day. Your family, my family may not reach holiness on any given day, BUT if we work diligently for holiness,  
every so often, this day may be a day we do. Staying the course we will find more and more days of holiness AND that 
will make a wonderful difference. 
 

Have some great family dinners. 
  
Pace – bene, 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 


