
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners: 

 

Through her ministry in Jesus’ name, Mother Teresa brought untold blessings and joy to the poor who lay 

unattended and forgotten on our streets. When asked the source of her joy, Mother Teresa replied: “Joy is prayer -

- joy is strength -- joy is love -- joy is a net of love. . . A joyful heart is the normal result 

of a heart burning with love. . . loving as He loves, helping as He helps, giving as He 

gives, serving as He serves, rescuing as He rescues, being with Him twenty-four hours, 

touching Him in His distressing disguise.” (Malcolm Muggeridge, Something Beautiful 

for God, Harper and Row, San Francisco: 1971). When Advent arrived every year, 

Mother Teresa’s life, continued to witness the joy which is true hallmark of every 

Christian and the rightful inheritance of all the poor. (Vatican News) 

 

          This third Sunday of Advent takes its name, Gaudete, from the Latin entrance       

antiphon, “Gaudete in Domino semper” “Rejoice in the Lord always.” Our Catechism 

teaches — Sunday, the "Lord's Day," is the principal day for the celebration of the    

Eucharist because it is the day of the Resurrection. It is the pre-eminent day of the liturgical assembly, the day   

of the Christian family, and the day of joy and rest from work. Sunday is "the foundation and kernel of the whole 

liturgical year".  

 

This particular Sunday calls to be joyful because of the proximity of the Birth of the Lord. Once again we 

turn to our Catechism, "Let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice."5 Although man can forget God or 

reject him, He never ceases to call every man to seek him, so as to find life and happiness. But this search for 

God demands of man every effort of intellect, a sound will, "an upright heart", as well as the witness of others 

who teach him to seek God. (30). 

 

God knows how we need the grace of joy. St. Augustine’s search for God led him to write, Our hearts are 

restless, and they will not rest until they rest in you, (Confessions). God 

sends us Jesus who is joy itself — through his disinterested sacrifice of 

his life made joy possible for all.  

 

Over many centuries God prepared his people to receive this vessel 

of joy. We are drawing closer to the celebration of his birth, a masterful 

introduction to the human race. He comes as a baby born to two          

nobodies in the world’s mind. Who could possibly be threatened by       

a baby, especially one born in a small jerkwater town?  

 

There are many who fear a baby — despots who are frightened      

to the core that power might be lost, those who experience loss of     

convenience, the comfortable who risk getting out of their comfort zone, 

the fear filled who think another human being as one too many, and the 

list goes on. God the Father used this plan to demonstrate that LOVE 

comes and will conquer the darkness of the night. 

 

This joy he offers is not a giddiness or Pollyannaish optimism that 

ignores the many problems and sadness in this world. It is rather, the 

abiding inner knowledge that LOVE in his profound love for you is real and that he walks with us at all times. 

We need not fear. 

 

This Sunday take some serious times to get in touch with the deep joy offered to us by God himself           

especially in the Eucharist. 

Pace - bene 
 


