
 

Dear Parishioners: 

 

Ninety some years ago, Pope Pius XI promulgated his encyclical Quas Primas establishing the feast of 

Christ the King. Originally, it was scheduled for October but was bumped up to the last Sunday of the Liturgi-

cal Year. Ninety years ago, our world was witnessing the rise of Fascism, Communism, radical nationalism and 

an increasing subjectivism, which included ideas of sexual license and eugenics.  — not much has changed. 

 

Pope Pius XI desired to emphasize to our Church and the world that Jesus is the King of the Universe, not 

some earthly power or philosophy. He was concerned that some would place something (one) in front of God 

and his wisdom. We still need that concern in this more modern world, which has not learned to any greater 

degree that God sets the agenda not you or me.  

 

Surveys tell us a lessening of religious fervor and favor — religious activity is marginalized with many 

who want to retain the title for self and morals for others of a Christian vestige — non-favor is probably more 

appropriate with so much animosity towards actions of faith.  A growing hostility towards matters of faith is 

not a good sign. Do not be fooled by the canard of separation of church and state. Secularists are afraid that  

any reference to God in a public setting is tantamount to a violation of constitutional ethics which threatens 

freedom and peace. About all we can say about that is, “Nonsense!” 

 

     It may seem as if we are in control, but we are not. Children take time to  

realize that their parents love them, but they are loved long before the idea  

enters. Some people think they are in a charge of life and perhaps it almost 

seems as if it were true. In reality, one has no control over what others do or 

think. For a very few years adults have some control over the children. Soon, 

even parents come to realize they cannot make their children learn, obey from 

the heart or respond with kindness.  
 

     God could control us and make us do things, but he would have to become 

very different. God’s desire is for you and me to be his sons and daughters not 

his toys, pets or slaves. God does want to “possess” our hearts but ONLY if we 

freely and knowingly surrender them to him. 

 

The surrender of our will to God must come from a position of freedom and 

goodness. When we place Jesus as our King, true freedom becomes a realized treasure. His freedom is not the 

false freedom promised by the world that offers license without responsibility or consequence [remember Sa-

tan’s temptation to Jesus to jump off the temple and the angels will catch him]. God will not stop you from 

jumping nor will he suspend neither the gravity that pulls you down nor the hard earth that will catch you. 

  

Truth admits to Jesus kingship over the universe. His rule is one of mercy and love. He began his kingdom 

with the greatest act of love and forgiveness in history. His kingly commands bring beatitude when practiced. 

He forgave his executioners from the very place of execution. When we stand before his throne of judgment, 

we will hear not only what went wrong, but be remanded of all the good we have done with the help of his 

grace.  

 

We are not there yet and about 99.99% of us still need to work on three or more items in our lives. Our 

King watches over these efforts, supports them with his grace and keeps them ever on his mind especially 

when we stand before him at the time of judgment. No one has a king like ours, never will have one like him, 

for he is the King of Kings. Rejoice, he is in control and all will be well, all will be well (Julian of Norwich).  

 

Pace – bene,  

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 


